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The Zealous and [Impartial 


PROTESTANT: 


SIR, © | | WS | cf | 
| - P have diſcourſt a great deal of the Popiſh Plot, and 
W/Y/ the commonly acknowledg'd dangers of Popery : 
” F'' On#hat (ide we arejuſtly ſenſible of our Perils, and 


- ; 1 
have not much 


need of more Warnings to look about us. But 
all the danger of Popery doth not lie oze way; it hath other 
Methods to advance its Intereſts beſides Killing and Burning z 
and of ſome of thoſe I doubt we are not ſufficiently aware. Like 
the percht Pheſant we look fo intently at the danger that 
| makes the loud Noiſe, that we little heed the Enemy behind 
the Buſh, that is ready to ſhoot us off. I remember I ſaid 
when T laſt waited on you, that there are ways in which Po- 
pery is ſilently promoted ; I ſhall now repreſent ſome of them 
to you with Honeſt, and Tmpartia}/ plainneſs, as becomes one, 
who is an ary enemy to Popery in all the Steps, and Me- 
thodsof it. An | 


THF occaſion of our farther Danger that T ſhall menti- 
on, is, the preſent Diminution, ( not to ſay. ExtinGion) 
of Reverence to the Authority of the Church of England, an the 
Proteſtant Reformation, by Law eſtabliſh't... Popery was not 
thrown out here by. Rebellion, Secition, .or popular Tumults; . 
but this Church was1n ategular way Reformed,by the den 
7 tac RR OY 10 STR 
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and. grave Counſels of our Rulers ; Theſe our. Reformers pur- 
ged-ont the Roman Corroptions; andn-their {teads, ſettled 
the Azciext Primitive Chriſtianity, which was eſtabliſh'd. by all 
the Authority of the Kingdom, . both Ercleſiaſiical, and Crwil - 


and this Eſta po ment,jn Dodrine, Dyiciplipe,, and WISTD. Is 
that -by whidls woke theCh:ttfof Bublavd. 

This, our pious Reformers, Kings and Parliaments, by the 
advice 'of Learned, Grave Divines, Biſhops, and others, ſet- 
ked,-and bound upon ug by meſt fokemn Sanctions : 3 #his they 
Gxt as the National Profeſſion, 9 ſtznd ſo in all Times, abd not 
to ſerve only for a preſent Expedient ( as ſome talk in their 
Dream) for their Reformation they founded upon the Holy 
Scripture, and upon the Doctrine, and Practice of the Firſt 
and Preſt Times, of the Priijcive Fathers 8nd Congcils, 1 

Kft -1N the. 'Corner-Staiie + 4 And PE: rounds Dein [ 7:97- 
terable,. the ing ſetled' on them, . Gugpt. Ge | main} tobe 
>, afid muſt have been fo-intended $i | 

who wh we , krievy what they did, and the Heglona of, their ſo 


on OY bs poi 5 a Religion 
utjon of at, hath th oy $5.4 antipa- 
feſſion 5 fhys 1s or [ Proteſtentifin | 
at, whit ed apiſts with Fire, and Faggot: . 
= Hd Te or; the. Fine Rt Fre Jaaſed ey 
their ood, 1 mn. 119} if Idelatries, and Superſtiti-- 
ons < hi 3 was the ng MR Wes ;4 al happy. Elzzabzth-. 
Days, w \ which a are et ſo Celebiaied, a, glorious among Prote-. 


”s# # * 


ftants 3 arfd that f -atty , Which was ftood to, contended for, 

to the Death, by he! Rozal Martyr , King Charles: the Firſt, 

Heret| then [Re ſtaxs ug. Bulwark LE HOPE .this is .Pri. 
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rg Chriſtianity reſtored, our. fubr-papiſtyy* The Proteſtay- 
7, We un Fas gt and, and can-defend : and the he eto 


je 4 Mainter nance of Mg is our ſecurity againſt the. Popiſh De- 


© would Jeſtroy this, ſoc thing we. muſt ſet-up. 
of England ict at Which. Sur Proteſtatit Law-givers. 
have - 
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MIS" 2p hand: wi {0 many Lan ord ; Birth is 
avided with cup Mowerchy, and, tame' of our Civil - 
.Goverpment :/ ſo. dhat the overthrow —_— one,-will cbe' the de- 

"4  Gxyction of both,” It this Churchihould be overturned ( which 

God forbid) .confulion. in the State muſt follow,: and- then | 
Anarchy, and cutting Threats; and 'tis moſt likely, 'Popery-at 
laſt. - For when this Conſtitution is ruined, we mult 0203p 
Modelling And where ſhall-we reſt ? Every: Pretence, 'e 
Way hath as much right, as any ather. of the Competitors; 
and then we fall into a Scufe, and--endleſs Diſorders; and 
who but the Roman Church. will get by that? If #h4s Fortifiee- 
tio ſhould be diſmantled, betore:we could get another in the 
place of it, Popery, in all likelibood, would be with us. 

Now this Bulwark we are ( many of us ). throwing-down, 
and taking away the Ordinance, and: Artillery : Or rather we 
have done 1t, in great part; and.have made the Church weak, 
and defenceleſs. The Authority, the Coercive Power, in effet, 
is gone: And what doth Vice, or Humour, or Faftion care for 
Words, Papers, Arguments f Excommunication is the penalty, 
and we know how little that is made to fignifie: ſo that he 
Church is obeyed. by as many as pleaſe, .and'as/long- as thoſe 
pleaſe: Such as will, not. at all, or but in-this, 'and that, take 
their own courſe, and there is but'little remedy. This i is the 

© plain, ſad truth. Laws we have ſtill, but the multitide'of 
Offenders ( with other things :). make all in a manner unpraQti- 
cable. The Authority of 'the' Chareh,- and: the Rewerence, is 
loſk and gone; the People difſolv'd, and at looſe : They fear 
not, they care not for Eccleſiaſtical Laws. or Penalties : They 
will follow their owz Ways, and' the Teachers they have heap d 
up to themſelves; andthe tew that are.left with us, are (divers 
of them) ready to begone too, &s: foon as they are;paniſh'd, 
or take Pet, and the Governors, and Miniſters of the Church 
H | do not humour them. So that the ſtrength of the Church is 
broken) little of the- Fortreſs -is left Manoog., belides:theWdead 
Walls; and even theſe many would: haye-down 06M abt © frh 
it, down: with. it evez to the Srl is _ Cry... SD HA - 


This - 


yl The Zealous aid Impartial Proteſtant. 
This is a fad part of the ſtate of 'our Charch, and this its 
weak, almoſt ruined Condition, hath no doubt been the great 
temptation 'to- many to defert it. Every Conſtitution, every 
Government ought to- have Anthority, and Power: or it 1s Pre- 
cariow, and wil] be in a little time Coxterptible: And ours ha- 
ving been made ſo by the loſs of its (trength, ' and due force, no 
wonder if it falls into diſeſteem, even among divers that for- 


merly revered it : No wonder if theſe, being fo prejudiced, 


| betake themſelves to a Church which hath Awthority, hath Pow- 
r. They have been brought up (perhaps ) under a ſenſe of 
the necolſes of Eccleſiaſtical Government and Authority 3 of 
the Obedience, and Reverence that is due to the Church, and 
its Conſtitutions; and of the Miſchiefs, Schiſms, and Confuſtons 
that ariſe from the want of theſe: And then obſerving, that 
our Church is ſo weakned, ſo diſabled, ſo deſpifed and affron- 
red, they bid adieu to. it, 'and betake themſelves to that Cor- 
rupt, Idoletrous Church, that yet hath Authority, hath Rule over 
its Members. ; 

This, Sir, Fdare ſay, hath been one of the chief occaſions of 
the late zzcreaſe of Popery, and Papiſts, and the revolt of fo 
many from the Reformed Communion. For oze, and the moſt 
immediate conſequent of wam of Power in afy Church, 1s ge- 
neral Careleſsneſs, and Neele@s, and the lofs of all Solemmnity in 
Worſhip : Congregations will be #67, and their Deportmentr, 
and publick Devotions zee/igext, and indecent, which greatly 
ſcandalize the regular and truly devout, who are therefore 
the more eaſily tempted to put themſelves among thoſe with 
whom, there is more appearance of decence and ſolemnity, 1n the 

exercile of Religion. | 
This hath been a Rock of offence; and Store of ſinmbling:: 
The way to remove it, and to prevent the further Miſchiefs, 
would be to Eſtabliſh the Church of England, and to give it 
Anthority. : 
| Weareat preſent very zealoys 223inft Popery, f thanks be 'to 
God for any true Zeal azaialt falſe Worſhip ) but methinks roo 
much of 5ur Zeal is only Negative; we are for throwing down 
Popery, 


* 


PA. 


The Zealons and Impartial Protetant FF * 
Popety,' but we- talk- little of eftabliſhing any thing z and while | 
2tis ſo, ollr Zeal 1s lame, and imperfeR, and will never elfet 


;avy thing to- purpoſe. If we will ſecure our ſelves againſt 
Papiſm etieAually, we, mult fix, and eſtabliſh ſome Conſtitutice 


of Religror, that may be a conſtant Fence againſt it. Popery we 
will not have; fo far we are right, but what are we for? 
Something we mult : Popery will not be run down by Atheiſm; 
if we haveno Religion, or none Eſtabliſh'd ( which will come 
to the ſame ) the Ronan Religion will prevail, at long run, in 


 deſpight of us: Some Religion ( the worſt) will be too hard 
for yoze; atleaſt 'twill have mens Hearts, and then above balf 


the work is done. We muſt rot think. to keep out Popery- by 
meer brutal force, as the Heathens attempted to extinguiſh GEri- 
ianity: It we would go the righs, the effe@nal way, we ſhould 
endeavour it by profe{ſang, by ſettling a better, a more Catholick, 
more ancient, more koly Religion than theirs. A bad Religt- 
or 1s molt efiectua}ly driven out by a good; not by none. 
Well, ſomething muſt be eſtabliſh'd ; And what do we de- 
fire? Would we have Presbytery? That is zew 3 that is diffe- 
rent from the Primitive uſage of the Chriſtian Church, that 1s 
wnformed yet by the very Netien-efhe Patrons] iis 38” Idea 
difterent as every mans phaney is, the men themſelves have not 
yet agreed upon the Scheme; ard God knows when they 
would agree, ifthe Matter were left to them 3 and when that 
is done, What may 1t coſt us before it can be eſtabliſh'd ?. How 
long may it be before the People are well reconciled to the 
Novelty 2: And if ever it be eſtabliſh'd, the Eccleſtaſiical: S#- | 
premacy1s gone fromthe right place, and indeed the Royal Pow- 
er-every where is loſt; The King is a SubjeF, He bath only 
changed his Lord, one for many, the Pope, for the Synod and 
Elders, The Gentry and People: are, ipfo fer: Slaves; and 
then we have ta]kr, and contrived well for Liberty. Let Pres- 
bytery be coniidered where it hath-been, in Geneva, Scetlaxd, 
little Effays of it in E-gland, ai:d then Jet any tell- me if it be 
not ſo, He that owns nor this, knows it not, We ſhall then 


neither Marry, nor take a Servant, nos diſpoſe.of a- Ckild, nor 
| order 


'6 The Zealous aydImpartial Proteſtant. 
-Order any of our Doaeſtique Affairs, without the cognizance,and 
Arbitrement of the Elders : Every word we ſpeak, every thing 
we do, muſt comeunder their cenſure, and beexpoſed to their 
-Chaſtiſement. It will, in ſhort, be a Toke to our Necks, 
-wWhich neither We, nor ozr Children will ever be able to bear, 
And I doubt not but thoſe that underſtand themſelves and zt, 
will be ready toſay, We would not have this. -Let thoſe that 
know it not, read the late Hiſtory of Scotlard, and then fpeak if 
they would. 

But what then would we be at ? Is it [ywdeperdency we would 
have? This isa thing different from the practice of the whole - 
Chriſtian World, unknown to Ancient, or Jater Times, ex- 
cept here tn the days of Rebellion, and in New England now. 
Popery takes away oze of the Elements from the Laity in the 
Sacramext of the Lord's Supper, this takes away both Elements 
froma/, but a very few ; for they impropriate the Communi- 
-oN to their ſeparated Company. Popery takes away part of oye 
Sacrament, theſe take away the whole of both Sacraments; for 
they allow not Baptiſm to be Adminiſtred, but to the Children 
-of their own Sect. Popery keeps the Scriptures up 1n an wn 
known Toneve; and theſe make it a dead Letter, a nothing to 
all, but thoſe that have #heir Spirit to underſtanc, and inter- 
pret. Popery damns all the World, that is without the pale of 
their pretended Catholick Church, and theſe wnchurch, unchri- 

ian all, but a few Hypocrites, Phanatiques of their own ſort. 
One of them, Lewis Du Moulin, Cromwel's Hiſtorian in Ox- 
ford, hath writ a Pampblet lately, to prove, That not one in an 
100000 ( ay, probably not one in a Millien ) ſince Adam, ball 
be ſaved; and that one 18 an Independent, no doubt. Popery | 
requires auricular Confeſſion to a Prieſt; and theſe require a par- 
| ticular Story of every mans Converſion before their Congrega- 
tion, as the firſt neceſſary condition of Communion. Popery 
pretends that the Roman Church is Infallible ; and theje reckon 
every one of their private Spirits to be 'little leſs. So that zhzs 
in many things ſymbolizeth with, and is as intolerable as Po- 
pery it ſelf; and what the Tyranny of it is, may be read ” the 
| tory 


hs 
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Story of our late Confuſtons, articalerly th' the Hiſtory of Tudle- 


peridency + And New England cart let us know; how'pentle 


are, where they have Power, and how rhuch for! Liberty of 
Conſehence : for they there Hang up their own Off ſpring, the 
Ontherr, for cofeſſing and livingto the Prneaper, char they 
4 plTy | 
© Arid both Prechytertans, and TorlebeoMehts agree with Pa. 
Hh mn this alfo, viz. In binding the heavy burdens of their own 
arr and ſome of them 1 imp19ns, and abſurd ) De@rines, 
on «the Mong: and'C onſciences of then, utder' the penalty of be- 
ths Ujechireh d4, 4nd Ruined : They are both ſevere Jaquiſitors 
irito mens Opinions, and will allow no latitude of thinking be- 
nd their dear Orthodoxy, contain'd m their large Confelſions of 
Faith; which are Creeds they make, over arid above the Hpo> 


 flolick, 'and Primitive ones, as the Papiſts do, tearhing for Do-- 
Grines ( neceſſary furddamental Dottrines ) the Traditions of 


#1en,, thoſe of their own Party. 
Theſs therefore I ſuppofe, and hope, will not ſuit:us : S. I am- 
ſure they will not ſuit enther Monarchy in Government, nor the 


| Liberty of the S#ubje# : No, they will comport with nothing 


but Democracy, or ' Aoarthy' both which are Tyrannies, and the - 
worlt ſort. And I believe few or none of. the incelligent Eng-- 
liſþ Gentlemen can think of them. 

But, what: then can we defire ?. what can we propoſe to: 
have? Is there ſome know 70t what, yet-to be found out ? Is 
there any #ew Model yet to be mnvented, unknown,unpractiſed 


In any Age, or Nation of the Chriſtian World ? Many: there | 


are in the Brains of conceited mens whoſe Wind-mill ſhall be ſet. 
up? What hall give it Reverence-and Amhority? What ſhall: 
fecure it againſt the reſt that equally. pretend ? How ſhall it- 


| - hold upon the- Conſcitences of * hap -or will we have a. 


eligion without having Conſcience concern'd ? 

What eyer is ſet up as Religious Security againſt Popery, . 
muſt ſtand on the grounds of Srripture, right Reaſon, and the. 
beſt and pureſt Atiquity 3 Popiſh Corruptions Yo all conſitt 'in- 
departure from theſe. It what we endeayour to eftabliſh:be-- 

impeach- 
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ieppeachable by Scriptare, Reaſon, or Antiquity; we deſtroy our 
own Grounds, and diſable our own Arguments againſt Popiſh 
Depravations. Upon #heſe then we muſt ſtand, by theſe we muſt 
eſtabliſh ; and if theſe things are ſo,what can we deſire, what can 
we'think to have but our Old, Proteſtant, Legal Conſtitution of 
_ the Church of England 2 What but this, which is agreeable to 
Scripture, Reaſon, and Primitive Chriſtianity (as hath been pro- 
ved by many learned men, to the ſhame both of Papiſts, and 
Phanaticks of all forts) accommodate to our Civil Govern- 
mentz wrought into. our Fandamertal Laws; ſuited to, and 
ſifficient for all our.needs; ſober in its Principles, moderate in 
its Government and Diſcipline: Its Articles are not impoſed on 
the Conſcience as all Fundamentals, and of neceſlity to Salvati- 
on ( as Popiſh, and Presbyterian Principles are) but as piogs 
wholſome DoRrines, Articles of Confext, for the avoidance , of 
Controverſies, and Diſputes ; its Prajers are Grave and Serj- 
ows, without affetation, or doubtful Tenents: Its Ceremonies 
ew, ancient, decent, declared tobe in themſelves alterable and 
indifferent ; its Power is owned to be _ Spiritual ; what other 
any Eccleſiaſticks have, is acknowledg'd to be the favour of 
Kings3 it invades no Tights of Princes, it ſecures Obedierce to 
Government, and the intereſts of Societies : Its Penalties are 
all for Corre&ion, not DeſtraG@ion; it puniſheth none for bare 
Opinions; it readily receives Offenders into its Boſom on re- 
pentance 3 it is riot forward to denounce Curſes againſt Diſſen- 
ters: It is very Candid, Charitable, and Ingenuous to other 
Churches; it was reformed by juſt Authority, with great Tem- 
per, and avoidance of Extreams. Theſe particulars, and a 
great many more to the ſame general purpoſe, have been fully 
proved by the learned Allerters of our Church, and lately in a 
' particular worthy Diſcourſe of the Moderation of the Church of 


England, which 1s ſo much oppoſed becauſe fo unhappy to beſo 
littte underſtood. x 
It will much concern us ( now eſpecially ) to ſtudy and con- 
fider this Conſtitution, which 1s the only mean between dan- 
gerous Extreams 5 #hat, and that ozly which can be me to 
| | ſtand; 
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The Zealous and' Tmpartial Proteſtant, 9 
ſtand : Other Models are Roxrantich , Unpraticable, they may 
entertain the imagination of -phantaſtica}, buſie, unqwer 13no- 
vators ; but will never be brought into a conſtant ſettlement'of 
Practice; or be made any ſecurity to us againſt Popiſh Super- 
ſtitions: Thzs,by the Grace of God, and Wiſe, Sober Counſcls, 
and Endeavours, the Church of England may : And if any 
Mercy yet remain for ſo finful a People, it will be made fo. 
It is, I am ſure, the duty of every Friend. to his Country, of 
every hearty enemy to Popery, 1n his place to endeavout it. 

Eſpecially Sir,ſuch Gentlemen as you, Repreſextatives of your 
Country in Parliament, humbly think are concern'd to Conſult, 
and A& your part, inorder toit. We honouryou, and thank 
God for your great Zeal againſt Popery ; you will efteQually 
expreſs it to your future Glory, and your own, and the Natt- 
ons laſting Security and Happineſs, by endeavouring to make 
firm, and to faſten our Foundations, by helping. up the decay- 
ed Banks, and Dams, which: the Wiſdom and Piety of our 
Kings, and Parliaments have made againſt the Inundation of 
that Ocean of. Errors, and Superſtitions; by labouring to 
build up our almoſt ruined Walls, and to fortifie our Bul- 
warks, viz. To ſtrengthen the Religion of our Proteſtant Re- 
formation, 'by Law Eſtabliſh'd 3 that it may be yet more firm- 
ly, and ſecurely ſettled. This, Sir, T hope you in particular 
will endeavour, and not give occaſion for that Reproach, that 
your Zeal is not for the ſafety of your Religioz, but of your 
Lands. You. cannot ſecure the latter, but by making the for- 
mer ſafe; nor do this (I humbly' believe) any other way: 
Your Father, Sir, and other Relations, were zealons Adhe- 
rers to this Excellent Church,and ſuffered much for their King, 
and It, being very ſenſible of thefe truths. You inherit their 
great Eſtate, and I hope you do' thefe their Virtues, . You had 
through God's Bleſſing, and their Care, 'a pious Education in 
this Proteſtant Way, this you ſtill profeſs, and I hope will ad- 
here to on all occaſions. [a Bo EO 

You ſee the Churches/Enemies on the other (ide, thoſe that - 
' 1o lately deſtroy'd ti; the King, Government and all, 'are 

| now 


_— 
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now as. bufie as ever, and ſeem to be confident to do their 
Work again; they are always ſtirring, and induſtrious in our 
Difficulties and Dangers; theſe are 1heir opportunities : Their 
bufineſs alſo is to deſtroy us, which 1t they could effec, they 
would by that make way for Popery, which they ſeem fo ear- 
neſt againſt. You cannot but obſerve how they out-rage, tra- 
duce, abuſe, and flie at the poor diſtreſſed Church of Eze- 
laud, the Fathers, and Sons -of it. They think themſelves ſo 
ſecure of ſucceeding, that they do ina manner declare already : 
They have been always ſeeking Pretences, and are now glad 
at heart of the Popiſh Plot, becauſe of the opportunity, and 
advantages it gives them : and 'tis as plain as Light, that they 
would uſe it to ruine us the other way 3 and if they ſucceed, 
we are as certainly undone. I hope you will not be ſo intent 
on one Danger, as to negle(, and overſee the other : Yea, we 
fall at laſt into the ſazre which we moſt fear, if they once drive 
us into Confuſions 1n Religion, which muſt unavoidably follow 
the deſtruction of the Church of England. So that with great 
reaſon I may affirm, that theſe Enemies of jt, are promoters of 
Popery, notwithſtanding the loud noiſe they make againſt jt. 
I hope when it pleaſeth God, and: the King, that the Parlia- 
ment ſhall meet, Tox, with the reſt of our Patriots, will cons 
ſider for the Confirmation, and Eſtabliſhment of our Legal, 
Proteſtant Conſtitution, againſt the dangers of Fanatical Con- 
fufrons, as well as thoſe of 436 tie nigh | 
Whether the great A/ewbly of: our Repreſentatives ſhall think 
fit to defire ſome ſmaller Akerations, and: Abatements for the 
gaining reaſonable Diſlenters (ſome will never be ſatisfied 
Or not; it 15 Bot for me to-conjecture. All ſober Sons of the 
Church of Ezgland will no doubt acquieſce, and be content 
with what the Wiſdom of the Nation ſhall think fit : But when 
that Point-is reſolv d whether, one way, or the other, 'tis to be 
hoped Strengthening, and Settlement , with ſuch Allowances, 
or without, will follow 5 thac we may not be always floating. 
This is the longing expeRation. of all Wiſe, and Good men, 
and it, muſt be Moderate, Grave, Religious Counſfels that muſt 


CcOntrive 
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 contrive, and effe& this Happineſs for ns: Many ſuch no 
doubt will be offer'd at your Meeting, I hope you will go with 
the Healers of our Breaches, and not with the fierce men that 
would drive things to Extreams. I am ſure you can get nothing 
by Confuſions, and Diſlettlements : Pray God diſappoint thoſe 
that would have Diſtractions, becauſe they think they cax get 
by them. 
| " remember, walking with you laſt Summer in your Park, 
you were pleas'd to ask me, What way there was to ſecure the 
Church of England under a Popiſh Succeſſor, though he ſhould 
be Mild, and Gentle, and not bent upon the enforcing of his 
Religion? One chief ground of the Queſtion was, That the 
King beſtows the Biſhopricks, and many other Eccleſiaſtical 
Preferments, and 1t cannot well ( as you reaſonably offer'd ) 
be ſuppoſed, but that He will, in that caſe, beſtow them on- 
ſuch as either are Popiſhly affected, or not very averſe to,or zca- 
lous againft that Religion: Or if the King ſhould do other- 
wiſe, and beſtow them upon the moft Worthy, Sincere, tho- 
rough Proteſtants, yet the People would entertain Jealoufies 
of them, and never thmk them fach: 'which would deſtroy 
their Authority, and Reverence, and occaſion the' diſperſion 
of the People yet further, into Corners. 

To thisI ſaid, That I did not pretend to offer publick expe-. 
dients in ſuch great and weighty matters ; but I thought, that 
if by any means of Juſtice and ſafety to the Rights of the 
Crown, (ſuch as conſent uti that caſe would be) Canonical 
Ele@ions ſhould, during ſuch time, be granted to each partt- 
cular Church, and the King ſhould pleaſe not to determine then 
1n their choice to.a Perſon by . his Conge de' flire,. Casnow;) but 
leave them to their liberty; of Chooling as. they,, thought; 
fit, (asin ſome former times they did.) each. Dear and Chap= 
ter to choole the Biſhop of the Diocefs, and their own Mem- 
bers z that this might be reaſonable Security. And if the Bj- 
ſhop, the Dear and Chapter , the Clergy of each. Diocels,, or dis; 
ſtint Deanry ,-or the Univerſities, ſhould have 4he. right gin 
ven them of preſenting _ 'the King's * Livings ( duriago- 

| 2 fuch 
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ſuch. time of a Popiſh Succeſſor ) this way I humbly thought, 
might in all likelihood, ſecure us againſt thoſe Dangers. For 
the Clergy of the Church of England are of all men moſt con- 
cern'd in point of [ztereſt, as well as Prizciples, and profeſſion 
to oppole Popery ; and as far as lawfully they may, all advances 
towards it. ( This one would think ſhould need no proof, 
but it ſeems it doth among ſome, and I ſhall clear that Matter 
by and by.) And they would no doubt, take care from time 
to time, to Ele& ſuch as were moſt faſt to our Proteſtant Con- 
ſtitution, moſt eminent in their Lives, and Learning, and moſt 
able and ready to oppoſe Popiſh Corruptions; and ſo the 
Church of Ergland might ſtand, if direct, and profeſt Vio- 
lence were not offer'd to it : To this purpoſe I then ſaid, I 
think on the occaſion of his Majeſty's gracious offers for Prote- 
ſtant Security-under a Succeſſor of the other Religion. I do 
not know what opportunities may be offer'd again, the next 
Seſſion, but if any ſuch be, and this particularly might be ob- 
tain'd, I hope it- will be accepted, and me-thinks ſome ſuch 
thing ſhould be deſired. But, Sir, Iam no Proje@or, I ſpeak 
all this with all imaginable ſubmuſtion to the wiſer Judgments 
of iny Superiours, | | 
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II. A Nother occaſion I note of the 7zcreaſe and danger of 

Popery, is our il! treatment of owr own Proteſtant 
; Clergie,, thoſe of the Church of England. Their Predeceſfors 
were they who firft formed our Reformation upon the ſobereſt, 
and beſt grounds of Oppoſition to the Roxzar Church (' as I 
have ſhewn) and- by their Blood ſealed our Proteſtant Eſta- 
blifhments : And the Succeſſors of thoſe bleſſed men, Biſhops, 
and other' Epiſcopal Divines, have', ever fince, been the 
- 0 | | Sconrees 
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Sconrges of Popery, who by their leamed and excellent Wri- 


tings, have confuted, expoſed, triumph'd over the numerous 
Errors of that Church : Theſe have been the grand Champi- 
ons of the Proteſtant Cauſe, that have fought our Battels againſt 
the ſtouteſt, and moſt daring Enemies, with glorious ſuccelſs ; 
ſuch were Biſhop Jewel, Biſhop Mortoz, Biſhop Andrews, 
Arch-Bilhop Laxd, Biſhop Hall, Buhop Daverant, Arch-Bi- 
ſhop Uſher, Arch-Biſhop Brambal, Biſhop Taylor, Biſhop Co- 
Zens, Dr. Hammond, Mr. Chillingworth, Mr. Mead, Dean Stil- 
ling fleet, Dean Tillotſon, Dean Llogd, Dr. Henry More, Dr, 
Brevint ; theſe and innumerable others, have ſtrenuoully, and 
plainly refuted , batled, and diſproved the Popiſh Deprava- 
tions: Andevery where, men of the ſame ſort, in all parts of 
Exgland, are very buſie both by Books, and Sermons to ren- 
der thoſe Corruptions odious, and deteſtable as they deſerve: 
Particularly we have an eminent, aggregate Inſtance, in the 
Reverend Epiſcopal Clergie of the City of London: How many 
learned, ſubſtantial, convictive Sermons have they preach'd 
againſt the Popzſþ DoArines, and Practice, ſince our late Fears. 
and Dangers ? I believe there have not been ſuch deliver'd in 
that City againſt thoſe Superſtitions, fince the Foundation of 


it : More ſound, accompliſh'd , judicious Preachers, it cer- 


tainly never had ; never any that underſtood the Roar Fal- 


fities better, never any that were more reſolv'd, or more active 


Enemies to them.- The Divines, the Ancient, and the Mo- 
dern, of the Church of England, principally, have by their 
Preaching, and their Writings, fo. inform'd, ſeafon'd, and ſpi- 


zited the People againſt Popery, as we find at this Day; from 


them they have their chief Groands, from them their courage 
of Oppoſition. *'Tistrue, ſome few others have written ſome- 
thing, Mr. Baxter, and Mr. Pool, have labour'd worthily : 


Dr. Owez hath ſaid ſomewhat to Fiat Lxx, and-there are ſome 


Sermons of the Presbyterians. extant, Morning Le@ures againſt 


 Popery : Theſe are the moſt, the chief of their Performances = 


I ever heard of. Indeed the People of the Diſlenting Party: talk 


:commonly, as if the Non-conformiſt Miniſters had written the 


molt 
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moſt and beſt Books againſt Popery, and had this way ſhewn 
themſelves more zealous Adverſaries to it, than the Confor- 
mable Clergy have done: But they do but ſhew their ipno- | 
rance in this, as they do in other Matters of the like nature, 
And the ground of their Miſtake is this, That they take all the 
Books which their Miniſters have written againſt the Church of 
England, to be written againſt Popery. They have indeed 
written more thana Horſeload of Books of this ſort 3 but what 
they have written againſt the Church of Rowe, a Boy may car- 
ry at his Back. I would not diſparage any Proteſtant Writings 
againſtthe Papifts, nor appear partial to the Epiſcopal Divines ; 
Let the World compare, and judg of which ſide have been 
the moſt, and moſt confiderable Oppoſites to the Popiſh cauſe : 
Let any the moſt prejudiced againſt the Church of Ezeland, 
read both ſorts, and then judg, who have been the Original 
Authors, and who have only uſed the others Reading, Learn- 
ing, and Reaſonings. 1 would leave the Matter with the moſt 
artial to Diſſenters, to determine, when they have read, 
when they have confider'd. There 1s no man certainly of un- 
derſtanding, or experience of the World, but muſt grant that 
the chief; the moſt ſucceſsful Antagoniſts of Popery have been 
the Clergy of the Church of England. Theſe the Papiſts have 
always moſt apprehended, oppoſed moſt ; the others they 
have taken little notice of ; they have not ſhewn that they rec- 
koned them confiderable. This is plain, and clear to all the 
World. Others make loud Out-cries againſt the word Popery, 

and Papiſt, but the Epiſcopal Divines do the Buſineſs, 
And now, fince we are zealoxs againſt Popery, it might be 
expected that we ſhould cheriſh, and encourage thoſe that 
fight for us a ainſt 1t, and have come off laden with fo many 
"Trophies of Victory 3 that have ſo aſſerted our Cauſe,and given 
our Enemies ſo many Mortal Wounds; that are ſtil! ready for 
this Warfare, and always prepar'd for our Defence; one would 
think, 1 ſay, we ſhould unanimouſly love, reſpeR, and cheriſh 


ſach uſeful Friends, and Leaders. 
- But 
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But alas! The Matter is quite otherwiſe : There arenot any 
Miniſters of any Religion in the World that are fo diſreſpe- 
Qed, and 1ll treated : I mean not by Popiſp and SeFarian Ene- 
mies only, from ſuch they expect bad uſage; but from many of 
thoſe whom they inſtruct, whom they ſerve, and who pretend 
to be Children of that Church of which they are Miniſters ; 
at leaſt they are ſuch as do not openly diſown it. The People 
of all other Religions in the World reverence, and reſpect 
their Prieſts, and Teachers; the very Tirks, and Heathers do 
this do Papiſts, and the Sects of all ſorts, and 'tis a natural 
conſequence from love, and reſpect to Religion : But we 
( many of us) vilifie, and depreſs ours ; give them no reſpect 
for their Work, their Office ſake 3 yea, they are fo much the 
leſs for it with us : We love to vex, and reproach them : We 
chearfully hear any defamatory Lies their Enemies invent 
againſt them; we areready to ſpread, and publiſh ſuch Stories,. 
and ſeem to delight 1n ſo doing : We call them by Nick-names 
of contempt, and ſcarce think any bad enough: We are apt 
to cenſare all their actions and their words, putting the worſt, 
and moſt uncharitable Conſtruftions on them : We pinch them 
in their Dues, detain, and apreſt their Rights from them z 
think every thing too much that they have, though itbÞe 
by the moſt Ancient and Fundamental Laws; and many, not 
content with the harveſt of great Tythes, the Impropriations, 
ſnatch the Gleanings, the ſ-rall things that are left alſo, from 
them: Weallow all others to grow rich by any means, right 
or wrong, Lawyers, Phyſicians, Tradeſmen ; not induring almoſt 
that our Clergy ſhould have any thing ; denying them any Im- 
ployment ( or regretting'1t ) that hath any Power, Reputati- | 
on, or Advantage; and forcing them upon a great dealoft Se- 
cular Buſineſs that 1s troubleſome, and odions, to recover their 
Dues, and Childrens Bread, that is with-held, and wreſted 
from them; increaſing therr Work, leſſening, taking away 
their jult, legal, ancient Profits; envying the encouragements 
of Learning that are left, the Dignities of the Church, though 
ſpent 1n Hoſpitality upon our ſelves ; clamouring at them, 
| ready 
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ready for occaſions to ſeize them, and yes; ſuch, though 
Eneliſhmen, not Foreigners, our Fleſh and Blood, our Childrex, 
our Brothers, our Nephews, poſſeſs them. ' Theſe ſad things, 
every one that obſerves may ſee, how much they are ſo, and a 
great part of the Conforming Clergy, perhaps the greateſt, 
feel all theſe inſtances of ill Uſage from ſome” or others. I do 
not ſay that all of us treat them thus, ( God forbid ) Perſons 
of Breeding, Piety, and Worth, uſually are kind, civil, and 
reſpe&ful to this Order; but yet how common the other 
Treatment is, may be obſerv'd in moſt Converſations, and in 
the ordinary courſe of things among us. 

And now, Sir, what could we do more for the advantage of 
Popery, and the promoting of it 2 What more than to pelt, 
vilifie, and diſhearten their grand Enemies? What wore to 


give colour to their Slander, that we Proteſtants are a People of 


no Faith, no Religion ® What more, to render the Poteſtant 
Inſtrua&ions we receive from them, contemptible among their 
Hearers; and their Oppoſitions of the Rowan Church inligni- 
ficant? What can we do wore to expoſe them to all the temp- 
tations of the Roar Emiſlaries, than to looſen them from 
their proper Guides, and to deſtroy all Reverence, and Re- 
ſpett towards them ? Site the Shepheards and the Sheep will flie. 
What more to affix the Popzſh flander on our Reformation, that 
it was but hatred of the Clergie, and love to their Lands 8 What 
more towards the deſtroying our now flouriſhing Proteſtant 
QOniverſities, the diſcouragement of all Learning, and conſe- 
quently, the letting in of Ignorance, and Popery upon us? 
What can we do more to diſhearten men of Parts from entring 
ito the ſacred Fundion, and filling the Church with. men 
wholly ignorant, and unlearned, to: the: great Scandal, and 
"certain Ruine of it? To all theſe Miſchiefs doth the 1! treat- 
ment of thoſe of the ſacred FunCtion tend, ( which will end 
-1n Popery } beſides the diſingenuity, unreafonableneſs and im- 

piety of 1t. EET. | 
© Which way think youSir, did the Jews and Heathens of old, 

endeavour to deſtroy Chriſtianity Was it not by vilifying, 
and 


Ah. 
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and perſecuting, the Preachers of-it > Which-way doth-every 
Sect endeavour to deſtroy another: is it not by oppoſing,: and : 
diſgracing the Teachers, and Leaders * What -ſurer way. is: 
there to undermine, and ruine-Popery, than the rendring their: 
Prieſts, and Jeſuits vile among the People; and the lefſening 
their Authority, and Power over them? : And what 'more di- '- 
rect courſe to deſtroy the Proteſtant Religion, than the :rwili-? 
tying the Proteſtant Clergie, and rendring them of no account: 
or eltimation ? Is not this the way the Faratickh Whiggs take to 
Ruine us? Againſt whom do they ſpit their Veriom, and 
bend their chief Force, but againſt the Biſbops and Miniſters 
of our Church? And. will not-the-diſgracing of thent do :the' 
Papiſts as much ſervice? On the other hand,. what is the way 
that all SeFs and Profeſſzons take to uphold, .and promote their 
own Perſuaſion 3 is it not to 1ncourage, and cheriſh. their 
Teachers?, Do. they not honour, and reſpe&t them. Do they 
not vindicate their Repntations-on all occaſions, |and are:they 
not zealous for them ? To trouble, to vilifie, or ſpeak again(Þ 
their Preachers, . 1s to touch them 1n the apple of their Eye 


they are very tender, and concern'd here: And by this means 


they maintain the Reputation, and Intereſt of their reſpective 
Profeſſions : And do not we by, the contrary Practice, layithe 
Honour, and Strength of ours in the Duſt, and make way for 
the wild Beaſts of the Roman Forreſt to break in upon, and to 
deſtroy us? This certaintly is as direct 'a Courſe as we- can 
take to promote Popery, the great Obje& of our preſent 
Fears. De only doug WEr-47; 2430 
I know, Sir, all this will be extreamly ungrateful Diſcourſe 
to ſome, and provoke them to pour:out their uſual Reproaches 
againſt the Clergy. Ignorance, and I-living, will preſently 
be objected, aggravared to the. height: Theſe. will be: plea» 
ded to juſtifie the 111 uſage I-have repreſented, and to; invite 
worſe ? And it would be wonderful. indeed, if in ſo great a 
Body of men as the Clergy are, viz. Nine or Ten Thouſand, 
Cit may be,more,) there, ſhould not be. Inſtances found-:to 
give colour to ſuch Reproaches; and if. there ſhould: notibe 

D ER. ſome 
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ſome to deſerve very bad CharaGters. '- But let it be conſider'd, 
that: the: far; gveaceft: part of ' Livings, 'are poor Vicarages of 
20,'30, or:i40 Pounds a Year, into ſuch Patrons mult put 
whom they can- get, and Biſhops that admit, know not mens 
ill Lives, and the Laws are content with very {lender qualifica- 
tions-for Learning ; nor are great Matters neceflary for every 
Country: Village 3; and this poor condition of ſo great a num- 
ber of the Clergy ſets them into mean Converſation, and b 
their low and bad Company, they. are tempted ( and often 
purpoſely ſo) to diſorders; which then are triumphantly pub- 
ifd,. the men are. deſpiſed, and the whole Order for their 
ſakes. Some are ſurprized; for-ſome Traps are laid, andthe 
are'mduſtrioully drawn'into Scandal -on purpoſe to defame 
them, and the whole Clergy; and it cannot be denied bur that 
too many are Clouds without Water, ſpots in our Feaſts, Diotre- 
pbes's, Demas's, Judas's, not only in the ſmaller Cures, but in 
the more conſiderable Preferments : Many, moſt of thofe, the 
Laity preſent to, and do not always 'prefer for worth, but for 
divers other, ſometimes, very undue conſtderations ; all which 
. canſfider'd, it cannot be, but Scandals muſt arife among fo 
great a Body of men, - in fuch-Circumſtances ; and then they 
having ſo-many Enemies, of fo many ſorts ( Atherſts, Papiſts, 
Fanaticks,, Worldlings, Debauchees, ) who watch for their hal- 
tings, and rejoyce when they fall, who are ready to invent ſo 
many- malicious evil things of them, and to publiſh, and ſpread 
what they hear, or what they rtjake, ( their intereſt being to 
have them and the Church vilified,and deſpiſed)it could not be, 
&S bur that they muſt ſuffer under manifold Reproaches, though 
they were all wiſe, cautious , innocent 3' how much more 
when there are divers ll, unwiſe; unwary men among them ? 
and in-all' great Bodies'in the World, 'in'all times even the 
beſt, ſuch mixtures have been: Andieven'the Good, the moſt 
Excellent have their Faults, and Imperfe@tons, which when 
U-will 1s to repreſent, and comment upon them, are ſome- 
times ſo heightned, and improved asto hlacken them all over, 


and ro make them appear very vile to the World. 


But 
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But after all this, it muſt be ſaid, that the Chrreh of, Eng- © 
Lind ( bleſied be God: for it ) hatha great number of moſt Ex- * 
cellent Divanes, men of great ;Piety, Parts, and Learmng 3 
ſi;bſtantial powerful Preachers; Pioas, Sober, Virtuous. L1- 
vers; ſach,, as for all kmds of Ability, this Nation never had 

reater, better, more., *Let my former Inſtance of the; Clergy 
of Londen be conlider'd, as, an evidence of this: 'Theit' worth 
is ſo.great, and ſhines fo bright, that the Adyerſaries of our 
Church cannot but acknowledg it. Mr Baxter, in one of his 
late Books ( the moſt,ſharp he hath writteh againſt us: owns 
that he meets. with jadicious, fubſtantia}. Sermons , almoſt tn 
every Church in Loxdox, where he happens ta-go: And up 
and downin the Country, every where,. one may find very ex- 
cellent Perſons that he hid, and make no: publick'noiſe m+the 
Waxld.; I have-ſaid this by way;of brief,; but-jlift Apology,;' In 
the behalf of, our. abuſed, Clergy:s.. and} add, that \notwith- 
ſtanding .the 1 - CharaQer they he under, amorig ſome, and 
the failings, and imperfeQions they are-guilty of, yet this Na- 
tion never had (TIbelieve) a wiſer, learneder Clergy upon 
the whole, fince the Begipnings of it : And the contempt, ' and 
1], treatment they meet withal, is one of the' greateſt: Reaſons 
why they are not better. | pn nf rj 

General diſreſpe& makes men careleſs, and incautiousin their 
Lives: Whereas honour and eſteem ingageth them to be. cir- 
cumſpect, and wary to maintain that veneration, and. regard 
that is paid them: So that, the men that moſt 'upbraid' the 
Clergy with 1l] Lives, are._the principal cauſes that many of 
their lives are ſo obnoxtous; and; they may confider (ſome of 
them ) whether they do not themſelves for ſordid,and unwor- 
thy Reaſons, beſtow their Livings upon fuch as'they complain 
of, and-\o weke the reaſon.of therr. own Complaints. 

[ have been tedious upon this Head, which yet would re- 
quire larger Animadverſtons,and 1 ſhall here-crave leave yet far- 
ther tonote, That : ry /'- GIVE 1; 

.-. Among all-the abuſes faſtned on our-Clerpy, there is none 
- more unreaſonable, and unjuſt than that of their 7yclizatior 
D 2 to, 


10 -iThe Zealous and Impartial Proteſtant. 

- 205 or n0-Zreat) diftante from the Roman Church. This reproach 
our Enemies now, every where, publiſh, or inſinuate to carry 
ontheir deſign of deſtroying the Church of Ergland, which ſhews 
that ſome will ſay any thing againſt them, any thing that may 
xender them popularly odious, though it be neverfo contrary 
'to-all truth, and all: appearance. And I challenge the whole 
\ Proteſtant World, ito ſhew a publick Inſtance of more Zeal 
againſt Popery, than our Charch of England Divines have ex- 
<preſt againſt the Popiſh Religion, ever ſince, and before, the 
:difcovery 'ofi the late Plot.” Every Pulpit can witneſs their 
'#requent , carneſt” Þ&rmons againſt thoſe' Superſtitions; and 
 every.\Stationers Shop: can ſhew their numerous excellent 
Books againſtthem. Or if theſe were not, we may conftder that 
Tatereſt.will not le; men, eſpecially ſuch, as they ſuppoſe our 
'Clergy,,\ will nor a& contrary'to that. 'Can 'we think-that all 
the Gentlemen of .Exetard that have Abby, and other Chxrch 
Lands, will defire, and endeavour 'to promote Popery? Are 
they(ſuppoſe we) favourers, and friends of that Religion, that 
;nlikelihbood would divelt them of their Eſtates? Can we think. 
'that the:Cityof London are for blocking up,' and hindrinp the 
:Current of :the Thames? Or that the Lord Mayor and Alger- 
men have a plot to tranſlate the Trade to Lincoln or York 2 
:Have the. Merchants any deſires, or deligns for the deſtroying 
of. Shipping, and Navigation £ Shop-keepers intrigues abaintt 
[Trade 2. or .the Lawyers defigns againſt the Buſineſs of Weſ#-. 
-tinfter-Hall #'\If: no one'1s'ſo- foolith as to objedt ſuch inclina- 
-tions-and endeavours again(t thoſe, 'why ſhould they then al-- 
tedg Popery, any degree of it, any the leaſt inciination to it, 
againittheClergie of 'the Church of England, whom of all men 
at.. would -moſt. throughly, molt' certainly undo.? 'And that 
there 1s no Church-man fo ignorant, but he nuſt know. For 
all the Married Clergy loſe their Livehhoods, without reme- 
dy, if that be all: All the Prebendaries -1n the new Churches 
which were Monaſterics of Monks, mult turn out, unavoida-- 
:. bly: All that have been active in Preaching, or writing againſt 
Popery (which takes in the chief partof the Clergy Y are in 
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imminent-danger of being 'ruined further .than the loſs of their 
Livelihoods amounts too. * If there ſhould be any- that think 
of ſaving themſelves by Coxformity ; they can look on that only 
as better than being utterly undone, not as a thing otherwiſe. 
deſirable. For the wncouth work with which they are unac- 
quainted, the ſervile ſubjefion to :their Superiours, to which 
they have not been uſed; and above all; the hatred, con-- 
tempt, fary of the People, to which they will be.expoſed, 
and by which they will be ſtill in danger of being out-raged 
are worſe Circumſtances, and will be fo to them, than any. 
Poverty, any Condition whatſoever in the Service of this. 
Church, can poſibly be : So that could they, with the wreck 
of their Conſciences, and future hopes, be ſafe under Popery; 
for this. World; yet they muſt be very uneafie, very miſerable 
init.. And though they could be ſecure of the utmoſt kind- - 
neſs of the Popiſt; (which there is no reaſon to expe) yet - 
they would be in perpetual danger of being torn in pieces,'.or 
knock 'd on the head by the People, if any:Commotions (which - 
we cannot think but ſuch. a ſtate of things would be very lia - 
ble to » ſhould happen. And if- the Tide ſhould turn,. and 
that Religion be again expelFd, any way, they muſt .then be 
( if ſuffer'd to live ) the moſt hated, deteſted Creatures alive. - 
And are ſuch Circumſtances as theſe defirable? Can any men 
_ in their Wits covet, and endeavour to arrive atuch a conditi- - 

on? Who ever really thinks that the Clergy of the Church of 
Ergland deſire,. or are inclined to Popery, thinks they are - 
Ideots, or Madmen.  _ FE a 
And:what is there fo reaſonable, fo lovely, in. Popery to 1n- 
cline fogreat a Body of men, that know it, and: have ſhewa 
they know 1]] enough by it,, to renounce all their: Intereſts.in 
favour of 1t? This' would make ſome believe that. Proteſtants - 
have belied the: Popiþþ Religion, and cheated the World,with.. 
falſe Repreſentations of :1t, 1f the Clergy of an oppoſite Chri#- 
tian Church .do ſecretly deſire it, contrary to. all their Profel- 
 fians,! Oaths, :and-Vows to God and: Men, and contrary to..all 
'their. deareſt. Intereſts [in this Waarld: I this: be. fo; ,Popery 
SEN | Ts | hath 
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| hath ſtrange Beauties, and Charms, which the Clergy ſee, but 
will not-acquaint the People with : And what can bealledged 
more'to: the advantage of Pepery* Or what can more expreſs 
the Shanderers extream malice againſt the Conformable Clergy ? 
Which, as F have ſhewn, hath a tendency to the advancement 
of the Pop3ſh cauſe and intereſt. et 

- Now to: prevent it here alſo, we ſhould countenance, and 
incourage theſe Adverſarics of that Church, and Way, the 
Divines of our own. 'Tis theit imployment, and hath been 
their ſtudy. to diſcover the errors, dangers, and malignity of 
' Romiſh; Corruptions, and Innovations. Divers ingenious 
Gentlemen: of the Court, and Country, are likewiſe well in- 
ſtructed in this Knowledg 3 but the Clergie have made it moſt 
their Bufinefs, and are moſt immediately concern'd : By ſuch 
their Craft muſt be detected, their Pretences expoſed, their 
Endeavours defeated. - Popery will not be kept out by Railing, 
and. Noife, it muſt be the hght of contrary Convidion that 
maſt doit: it muſt be kept from taking hold of the Hearts, 
and Conſciences of men, and not only be refifted by the exer- 
ciſe of Power ; ſo that, 1f we are heartily difaffeted to Po- 
pery, and the increaſe of it, we ſhould ſhew*that inclination 
by our favour tothoſe who ſo ſtrenuouſly, ſo unanimouſly op- 
pofe it. We ought to reſpet our own Clergy for that Rea- 
ſon, and for many others, for their Charaer, and their Work, 
GC; 

God hath dignifred them with higheſt Titles of bis Mi- 
nifters, his Ambaſſadors, Stewards of kis Myſteries, Angels, Stars, 
Lieht ; and ſhall we defpiſe thoſe whom he is pleaſed to ho- 
nour? Are theſe titles marks of Infamy, and Reproach? Their 
Buſineſs alſo, and Imployment requires our reſpects to them ; 
*tis the greateſt, moſt honourable, moſt uſeful; they ſerve us 
for 'our nobleſt part, our higheſt ends, theſe challenge our 
Kindneſs, our countenance, and ingenuous and” candid thoughts 
of them, which we ſhould ſhew in diflike of vilifying Diſ- 
- conrſe, and in reproving unjuſt Reproaches. of them. Chayiry 

thinksth uo evil, not of any, eſpecially not of our Spiritual 
cm | Grides, 
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Grides, whom we ought to reckon worthy of double honour for 
their Work, ſake, We ſhould conſider what Enemies they have 
on all fides to invent, and ſpread Slanders of them, to make 
much of little, ſomething of nothing : and where we diſco- 
ver faults, we ſhould reprove them privately, we ſhould en+ 
deavour, what in us lies,to make their Lives comfortable, that 
fo with Courage, and Reſolution, they may addreſs them- 
ſelves to their great Work. Thoſe who are always oppreſt 
and kept down, will beable to do no great matter. £534 

The Apoſtles indeed, and Primitive' Chriſtians got vigour 
from Oppoſitions, and Perſecutions, but their aſfaſtances were 
extraordinary and 7mmediate: And, thanks be to God, we 
have many reſolv'd excellent Men, whom no ill treatment will 
diſcourage from their Duty ; though others of lower Form, 
that might otherwiſe be very uſeful, in ſome degree may. be 
diſheartned. We would not have them intermeddle in Secular 
Matters; 'tis pity men ſhould make it more neceffary than they 
_ deſire, by giving them trouble to get their ſmall Dues ( /mral 
eſpecially in Citzes and Corporations ) but pay juſtly, - chearful> 
ly, and not divert them from their other Buſineſs ( which i$ 
enough ) by vexations of this ſort ; this is cruel, and ſhame- 
ful. And 'twere greatly to be wiſh'd that the Government 
would take care to augment the Livings in Corporations, and 
great Towns, where the greateſt imployment is and the leaſt in- 
couragement z and appoint ſome ſpeedier, eaſier way for the 
gaining of ſzall Dyes,great part of which now is loſt, or got 
with incredible Envy, Hatred,. and Toil. This hath been 
aim'd at, and indeavour'd in a late Parliament, and *twould 
be juſt, and for the intereſt and' advantage. of the Proteſtant 
Religion, it ſhould be effeftually confider'd. ' The ways that 
are now, through the ;niquity of the Times, are tedious, vex- 
atious, odious, and ſcarce -pratticable at laſt: and the Mini- 
ſter muſt reſolve to fit down either with the lofs of his Main- 
tenance, or his Reputation, and his Peace. So thar to'pur- 
chaſe quietneſs he muft be a Beggar ; and is under'great tewp- 
tation to'loſe the intereſt of his Family, and the rights of 
J his 
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bis Church, © Theſe diſcouragements will eafily be remov'd 
when any Parliament ſhall think fit to ſet about it. 


- And fince I am upon Defrables, Ile mention one or two 


' more, v3Z. 'That Patrons would take confciencious Care in 
preſenting to their Livingsz that they would conſider the fit- 
eſs of Perfons, and 'the:Chrrches Service, and not be moved 


by other zxdxe conſiderations; for want of this, many unqua- 


lifted, incompetent men creep in, to the great diſhonour and 
prejudice of our Church, and Religion. Andif theſe things 


were re@ified, it is to be ſupposd, and hop'd, that Care 
would be taken, that Degrees (ſhould not be given in the Qnz- 
verſities but to men of ſuitable Learning nor holy Orders, but 


to Perſons known to be fitly Qualified. The retifying theſe 
'few things, would cure many of the greateſt Evils that op- 


prefs, and diſgrace :the Clergie, and Proteſtant Reformation. 
They would then be animated to their Duty, be Ornaments 
to.the Church, have power with the People, and fo be ena- 
bled mere effectually to defend the Proteſtant Intereſt, and 
Religion; whereas our preſent Proceedings, leſſen and expoſe 


ÞHoth them, and it. 
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: CHAP. IIL | | 
TIL. Or Diviſiens ( which muſt neceſſarily follow wazt of 
| Authority in the Church, and reſpe@ to its Miniſters) 
are plain, and achnowledg'd occaſions of our Dangers. Never 
was.a People ſo Broker, ſo Divided. What numerous names 
of. Sets have we, and ſcarce any one at Unity within it ſelf; 
all bdivided, and broken into diverſities that want names : 
We. have raked up all the old Hereſtes, and added mew; Mon- 
ſters formerly unheard of: All that the Phancies, all that the 
Phrenſtes of conceited and diſtratted men can invent, wo Do- 

ines 
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arines. of Religion , and Grounds of Se&-mzaking among 
us. And all are" zealous for their particular .Conceits, all. 
call -their own imaginations | by. the moſt ſacred names, 
Light, God's Truth, Goſpel Ways, Holy Myſteries, Daunings, 
Illuminations, Refinings; and a world more of ſuch fondneſs 
by which they are infinitely putt'd up intheir own Phancies, as 
the only: Kzowing, the only Spiritual Chriſtians ; 'and taught 
to ſcorn all other DoCrines, and Ways, as beggar/y Rudiments, 
Elements of this World, and Carnal Reaſonings at the beſt; yea, 
generally to rai] bitterly at them; as Lyes, Popifſh, Babyloniſh, 
Antichriſtian traſh, Do@rines 'of Devils, and ſuch like ;z and 
conſequently, to hate, and bitterly to revile all different Judg- 
ments, eſpecially thoſe that are ppermoſt, Eftabliſ/d, or coun- © 
tenanc'd by the Government, now, chiefly the Church of Erg- 
land ; but if any one of them were got into the place, it would 
be the ſame. thing, all the reſt would flie upon it, and tear it 
with their utmoſt Rancour, Vehemence, and Reproaches : 
Which ſtate of things among us 1s infinitely Scardalons ta 
the: Proteſtant Religion, to which they all pretend: ' And 
thoſe that leave us, clamorouſly object that there is zo exd of 
our FaGions and Diviſions: That 'tisa fign our Church 1s not 

-the true one, ſince it 1s fo broken, ſhattered, divided : Which 
Divifons they think, and ſay are either the natural conſequents 
of our departure from them, or the Judgment of God upon us 
for that Separation. - See, ſay they, what you Proteſtants are, 
a medley of wild diſagreeing Sects, as different from, and as 
fierce one. againſt another, as againſt us; oze in Name, but in 
Principles, in AfﬀeGzons, in your particular ways infinitely di- 
verſe, infinitely oppoſite. You have no Principles, are faſtned 
tomo Foundation; float up and-down, like the Waves of the 
Sea, ſ{t1!] rouſing from one Sed to another : Whereas we Catho- 
licks are one Body, an Edifice firmly*built upon the Arthority 
of the Church, having no ſuch Frattions”among us, but being 
as a City that is at unity in it ſelf. By ſauchſuggeſtions, to which 
our Diviſions give too much colour, they deceive the Hearts 
of the Simple, and draw multitudes intotheir Snares. | 

E And 
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_ And as our Diviſions promote .Popery by way of Scandal, 
and the ill opinion they beget of the Refarmatzor. lothey do 
the fame by giving the Papiſes poſitive, and-direct opportunity 
fo play their Game. They put themſelves into all ſhapes, and 
| diſguiſes among our Sets, and under thoſe Vizards drive us on 
towards more Confuſion, and diſſeminate their own,DoQrimes 
under other Names, and Appearances, with great advantage 
to their Cauſe, So that while there are ſuch Separatzons, and 
Conventicle Meetings among us, Popery is (t1]] carrying on : The 
Popiſh Agents will creep into Houſes; they will hide, and 
ſhelter themſelves under thoſe pretences, and drive on their 
Buſineſs by them, | | 

So that there is no way for us to come to any aſſurance 
againſt Popery, but by Uo, by which the Scandal will be 
removed, and the advartages that we give our Enemies by our 
Diviſions. But this, confidering how things are, may ſeem 
utterly unprafticable z xxioz and agreement 1m Opanions, is cer- 
tainly unteifable ;; it never was in the World, tt never will 
be: But yet, ſome External Union, SubjeFion, Trace, fairneſs 
among the different minds way: And how is thakto be attain'd? 
Muſt all Diffenters from the Church be ſuppreſt* Or, muſt 
they have a gezeral Toleration £ The ordering this Matter, muſt 
be left to the Wiſdom of our Governours z only in gererat [ 
fay, ſomething muſt be done for the removing the miſchie- 
yous efte&s of our Diviſions. I will not pretend to dzre&F, but 
Fle give you my opinion in two things. 

I. Toleration 7s not the way, Liberty of Conſcience muſt be 
givens there is no help for thatz no power on Earth can in- 
vade it ; for Liberty of Conſcience is liberty of Pra@ical Jude- 
\ ment; and the freedom of that none can take away. Liberty 
of Pradice then, 1s the thing in diſpute ; that conſiſts either in 
profeſſing our private Opinions, or our walkivg in private Ways, 
contrary to Eſtabliſhments; and as to theſe too, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, our Liberty cannot be taken away ; For whatever the Laws 
or Penalties are, men will (till retain 2atzral power, and liber- 
ty to-profeſs what they believe,and toad according to that pro- 

- feſfion, 
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Feffion. The queſtion! then' is -of Political Liberty, whether 
they ſhould not be determined by Laws, and bounded by Pro- 
hibitions, and Penalties in Eecleſaſtical Matters, as well as 
others? And ſo, it will come to this, whether there ſhould be 
any Government in the Church or not 2 For if there be a Go- 
wernment, there muſt be Laws, # there be Laws, there muſt 
be Pexalties annext to the violation of thoſe Laws; otherwiſe 
the Government 1s precarious, and at every ones mercy 3 that 
is, "tis none at allz the very nature of Government requires 
Reſtraints, and the bounding the- liberty of Prattice: and 
to ſtrive for'- Toleration, is to contend againſt all Govern- 
ment.” :--- | 

'Let it be tried-1n the Civil State, in Ares, in Schools, in 
any Societies, or publick Bodies; And fee what work it 
would make with them? Nome certainly could ſtand under 
the praCtice of ſuch a Principle : For if Penalties are forborn 
to any, why ſhould not af} expeCt it, when there is occaſion > 
And all may have the ſame pretence when they need it. If no 
one is to be puniſh'd for doing that which is agreeable to his 
Conſcience, or not doing that which is coxtrary to it, every one 
will quickly learn to fay that the thing he world do is his Corr- 
ſcience, and the thing he diſlikes is againſt it : And 'tis impoſ- 
fible for all the wiſdom in the World to tell, but that ® w2ay; 
no one can judg that, but a man's ſelf: So that here is an effe- 
Ctual looſe and out-let to all Government in the Church ; yea, 
and in the Statetoo. | 

For Conſcience 1s as much concern'd in the Duties of the Se- 
cond Table, as 1n thoſe of the Firſt. — Conſcience void of of 
fence towards God, and towards men, As 24.16. And there 
is no Statute of the Realm that can be made, but men may 
find a pretence of Conſcience againſt it: And if Conſcience 
( every man's peeviſh, humonrſoime, erring Judgment, which he 
will call by that name) be ſo ſacred, that no one muſt be 
puniſh'd that follows it, then every one may be excuſed, when 
he thinks fit to plead this, and ſo good-night to all Laws and 
Governments of all ſorts. Tf a man ſteals anothers Goods, 

E 2 the 
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_the Law would:puniſh him: But; ſaith-he,. I did according to 
my Conſcience z the poſſefior was a wicked man that had no 
right, for all property '7s founded in Grace, and I did but take 
What my Godlineſs-gave me title to: I was bound 1n conſcience 
to aſſert mine own, and the Godlies _ .. And thenthePro- 
fecution according to. this Doctrine of Liberty of Conſcience 
isatanend, and the Offender clear. If a man violently de- 
tains what is anothers. by Law ( as the @xakers attually do in 
the caſe of Tithes.) he muſt not be puniſh'd, *'tis his Conſcience 
he'll tell you.. If one that is Preſt for the. neceſſary Service, 
and defence of his Country againſt a foreign Enemy, alle 
tis againſt his Conſcience to fight, he muſt be excuſed : If he 
fay his Conſcience forbids him to pay Taxes, that he is ſubject 
to. none but K3zg Jeſus, and that all other Government is Az- 
tichriſtian, his Purſe mult be free, and the King muſt loſe hzs 
ſhare 5, and then in a ſhort time you may judg what will be- 
come of his Majeſty's Revenue. If he pleads 'tis againſt his 
Conſcience to bear Office in Church, or State, he muſt not by 
any means be troubled, his Neighbours muſt take the Bur- 
den, and ſhare the trouble among them. All theſe are juſt, 
and due Inferences, and we ſee by them whither this Liberty 
leads; nothing can be ſafe under it, no not our Lives. Men 
may think it a duty to murder us; Thoſe that kill you, ſhall 
think they do God good ſervice : And the Scotch Field-meeters 
atually hold, and teach in their Sermons, and their Books, 
that *us lawful, yea, heroical, to kill Biſhops, or any ordained 
by them; and in conſequence of that Doctrine, Ten of thoſe 
Zealots barbaroully murdered the Arch-Biſhop ot St. Andrews, 
Yea their Doctrine is, that 'tis lawful to kill axy one that hath 
' forſaken their Cavenart, conſequently the K7i7g himſelf, upon. 
whom they forceably. impoſed it: And ſome that have the 
heroical Impulſe, that 1s, a ſtrong inclination to-murder any of 
the ſorts ſo ſentenced by them, will think himſeH bound in 
Conſcience. to do it. And when he hath ſo.done, muſt he be. 
indemmfzed, and exempt from Puniſhment, becauſe it was his 
Eanſcience z So it ought to be according to-this Doctrine. | 
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Tf it be faid, that theſe are plazz Caſes, and men cannop 
plead Conſcience for diſobedience in ſuch Inſtances. I an- 
{wer, that nothing isſo plain, but men that have an humour, 
an intereſt, or will againſt it, may diſpute, and doubt, and 
deny when they pleaſe; and the Inſtances alledg'd analy are 
among the Puakers, Fifth Momarchiſts, Scoteh Presbyterians, 
and ſuch like ; and if this Principle be allowed, their number, 
and their pretences would quickly increaſe to the deſtruction of-: 
all Right, Property, and Government. 
But Lzberty, ſome. will fay, is deſired only- in the Worſhip of 
God :: Andit right of Conſcience be:the reaſon it ſhould be hae . 
there, the ſame right of Conſcience: extends to all things of | 
Morality, where Conſcience: binds as much, and is as ſacred; . 
and the bounding it in -zatters of Worſhip, is Arbitrariows, and 
without Reaſon; which men would quickly find, if they had. 
once gaind the firſt Point. And this Liberty is ſo deſtrudtive 
to all rights of Government; and Society, .that none of thoſe. 
that now contend for it, will allow it when: they have power. . 
Ask the Papiſts in Spain, Germany, or France, 1f they are for 
Toleration © Ask the Presbyterians, whether they would Tole, 
rate? In their times nothing was ſo abominable, ſo Arti- - 
chriſtian, as. accurſed Toleration, ( as they then call'd it ) no- - 
thing ſo vehemently thundred againſt in their Palpits every 
where. We may remember how they Perſecuted, Sequeſtred, 
Imprifon'd, ruined the Epiſcopal Divines for reading the pubs 
lick Litnrgie, according to the Laws, their Oaths, their Conſci- 
ences: Their plea of Conſcience was nothing then 5 we knows. 
who demied the liberty of this Worſhip even to the Kzzg him- 
ſelf in his own Chappel: They -would not ſuffer in -his Ex- - 
tremities any. of his own Chaplains to come to him, when he 
earneſtly deſired it. And what Liberty was given to all other 
Sects by the Independents, in their day, becauſe they could not - 
help it, was dented to. Popery,. and Prelacy: ( as they joyn'd 
them ) becauſe they could. And there is no Sect, - were It in - 
full power, that would give liberty to any other. Even zow 
they dery .it, and. violate their own. pretences. of Liberty of 
OnN- 
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Conſcience; they perſecute Conformiſfts with bitter hatred, and 
with railing, malicious accuſations; they ſhoot the arrows of 
bitter Words, and endeavour to deſtroy their Reputations with 
Tonewes ſet on fire of Hell : They give no quarter to their Con- 
| ſciences, but perſecute them, as far as they can: and perſecution 
in the Heart, and in the Torgre, would be ſo in the Haxads 
quickly, 16, theyhad power. 

So that Liberty of Conſcience, and Toleration, are things on- 
1y to be talkt of, and pretended to by thoſe that are under 
but none like, or think it reaſonable that are in Authority. 
*Tis an inſtrument of miſchief and diflettlement, to be court- 
ed by thoſe who would have Change; but no way deſirable 
| by ſuch as would be quiet, and have the Government undi- 
ſturbed. Forit is not conſiſtent with Publick peace and ſafety, 
without a ſtanding Army: Conventicles being eternal Nurſeries 
of Sedition and Rebe!l;jow. It theſe Diſlenters would: be con- 
tented with Liberty, twere pretty well, and tolerable ; but that 
will not do: whatever is the modeſty and meekneſs of 
the pretence, they muſt have the Rule and Sway of all or 
they will never be ſatisfied. | 

We ſee this actually in Scotland ; there 1s no manner of Im- 
poſition in worſhip there either of Ziturgie, or Ceremony, but 
the worſhip in Churches is in the ſazze way with that in their 
Conventicles; and yet they tumult, and rebel on pretence of 
Religion and Conſcience. They would have their Covenant, 
Chriſts Government, as they call it, that is, the Dominion and 
ſupreme Rule themſelves. Meer Indulgence they ſcorn, many 
of them think it unlawful to accept any from the King, and 
have upon that account made a ſeparation from thoſe of their 
' own, that think they may : and thus in likelihood it would be 
in a little time here alſo, 1f Toleration under Limitations, were 
granted. ; 

So that whatever it may do elfe-where, where People are 
Jeſs concerr'd for their Opinions z we certainly can never be ſafe 
with it, without an Arazy to ſecure the Publick from the Miſ- 
 chievoxs effects of-it. ' And if ever ths ſhould obtain, Popery 
would 
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would get ſuch anadvantage by it, as God forbid it ſhould 
ever have again in this Kingdom : And weknow,Toleration was 
a principal thiog aimed at, and endeavour'd ( as appears by 
Coleman's Letters ) in order to the introducing of that Relt- 
gion, So that upon the whole we ſee, that this 1s not our 
way. Let us then conſider, | 

2. An Accommodation with Diſſenters of leſs malignant Prin- 
ciplesz What will that do? Tis certain, that with ſome of - 
them no terms can be made; they will never ite, never be 
ſatisfied 3 to ſuch 'tis1n vain to yield, in order to a. Conſolida- 
t;0n that is zrpraFicable, - On the other hand, there are who - 
make other profeſſions, and are not ſo vaſtly diſtant from us, . 
thoſe declare for an Epiſcopal Government, and .a Pyublick _ 
Liturgie 3 with them one would think it ſhould not be impoſ- 
ſible to Unite, They pretend that ſome ſmall Abatements, . 
and Condeſcenſions on our part, would do: And we grant that 
our Liturgie and Ceremonies are alterable; ſome aQual alterations - 
have been made ſince the return of the Government : If rea- 
ſonable Alterations and Compliances would gain.them, ' per- - 
haps it might be worth while to endeavour it, this way. T-: 
ſpeak doubtfully, becauſe it is a thing of great :and various - 
Conſideration; if fober men could be gain'd, and confidera- - 
ble numbers of People with them, upon tolerable Ferms, it -- 
would be a ſtrengthening to our Church, and very defirable. . 
But it ſhould be weigh'd too, whether any confiderable men, 
and numbers would 1n likelihood come in? Whether the Peo- - 
ple would be reconciled to the Church with them? Or whe- - 
ther they would not: flie from them, when they are ours, as - 
they do from our own men, and betake themſelves to thoſe - 
that (till ſtand out in defiance ? And whether the Perſons we -- 
2dmit would not with more authorityand advantage, propagate .- 
zh. Principles among-our People whom they they are allow'd to > 
teach ? Some of thoſe that by ſtraining, have got in, have done. 
ſo; Conform'd by halves, and ina way that ſhews their diſlike - 
of what they do; that 'tis Force; and not Choice; and have - 
made it their. buſineſs, 1f not. direaly to oppoſe: the Church, 


yet 
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yet cunningly by way of Inſinuation, they have fomented 
and kept alive corrupt Do@rines. Theſe things may be con- 
ſider'd on both ſides, by thoſe that are concern'd to open the 
Gate wider, or to keep it as it 18. : 

-If our Governors ſhould think fit to widez, and to yield in 
ſome thipgs, it would be a Chriſtian compliance on their part, 
and perhaps a kindneſs to our Epiſcopel Clergy,whole Obhrgation 
to ſome Innocent, but offexſive uſages diſatfects many miſtaken, 
well-meaning People to them, robs -their Churches of their 
Company, and them of their Kindnelles, and Incouragements ; 
renders their Lives full of difficulties, and diſputes, enforceth 
them to eternal Conteſts for their Dues, and renders their 
Miniſtry , and profitable Pains, in many places, ineffe- 
Ctual. The Cure of theſe Evils, and the ſettling the Church 
upon larger, and ſoa ſafer Foundation ( as to Intereſt I mean) 
are poſſibly good Reaſons, why the Matter ſhoutd be now ta- 
ken into ferious and deliberate Conſideration. And the dax- 
gers from Popery which the \Diſſerters alſo ſo much apprehend, 
ſhould-methinks render them more apt to comply, and wil- 
ling to accept of moderate terms in order to our Conjundion 
againſt the common Danger. This I believe ſozze are, and with 
them there is poſlibility of Uniting, and likely there may be 
good effects of it : But others of them, are ſtrangely height- 
ned by our Dangers, and ſtand now upon more diſtant terms 
than ever, -they -expe& that the World will ſhortly be their 
own, and therefore-ſhew themſelves more inveterate againſt 


the Church and-us, than ever. Certainly theſe do not believe 


the Popiſh Plot, nor .fear Popery as they pretend ; they on- 
ly amuſe, and affright the People with them, thereby to car- 
' ry-on their own deſigns: otherwiſe, they would, zow efpeci- 
ally, ſupplicate the Government for Unioz, and tacrifice Hu- 
monr, Intereſt of a Party, and the Pride of Separation, to the 
Proteſtant advantage, and ſafety : They would be more yield- 
able, and compliant, and deſirous to cement, and joyn with 
ns for the common Benefit, and Security. If the Government 
(havld think fit to conſider thoſt that are ſo, and-td make any 
| ſmall 
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ſmall alterations in their favour, it would be Charitable, and 


Candid, and poftibly for the Publick Intereſt. But whether 


fit, or not, 'tis not for private Perſons to determine, nor.very 


decent,uncall'd, to offer their opinion, when that Point is con- 


cluded, I think. | 


3. The Conſtitution ſhould be made firm ( whether with 
any alterations, or without them) and Laws put in pun@Gnal, 
vigorows Execution. Till that is done, all will fignifie nothing. 


The Chxrci hath loſt all through —_— and Non-execution 
E 


of Laws: and by the contrary courſe things muſt be reduced; 


or they never will. To what purpoſe are Parliaments (o con- 


cern'd to prepare good Laws, if the Officers who are intruſt- 
ed with the Execntion, negle& that Duty, and let them lie 
Dead. This brings Laws and Government into Contempt, 
and 'twere much better the Laws were never made : By then 
the Diſtenters are provoked, and being not reſtrair'd by the 
exacting of the Pexalties, they are fiercer, and more bent upon 
their own ways, than they would be otherwile. | 

But it may be ſaid, the execution of Laws -of Conformity, 
raiſeth thecry of Perſecution : and will not that be Scandalous? 
Not fo ſcandalows as Anarchy, Schiſm, and eternal Diviſions 
and Coxfuſtons, both in Church and State. Better that the unru- 


ly ſhould clamour, than that the regular ſhould groan, and 


_ all ſhould be undone: Better the Schiſmratical ſhould be juſtly 


puniſh'd by the Government (let them call that Puniſhment 
what they will ) than that the Government ſhould really, 
and for ever be Perſecuted by ther. It Penalties muſt befuſpend- 
ed when ever the guilty clamour, and call things by wrong 
names, then farewe] all Government. Our Governours have 


Conſciences too as.well as private Perſons, and they ought to 
a&t according to theirs, for the publick Benefit, and Safety, 


letit be never ſo much againſt the grain of thoſe that will for 
ever be diſcontented. 3 
But it may yet be Objected, that puniſhment in ſuch Caſes, 
will dono good: Men will not be beaten.into Religion, nor out 
of any, And it 1s true, that ſome _ never be reduced, ne- 
yer 
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" ver reclaimd; but then, their juſt Sufferings will be warn- 
ings to others. The greateſt part of thoſe that now ſcatter, 
and run about, do it out of Hymonr, or Phancy, or FaTion, 
or Intereſt, or Animoſity,. or deſire of being accounted Godly, 
not really out of Conſcience, and conviction of Duty ;. and 
theſe, the Penalties duly exadted would bring back into Or- 
_ der, arid when they have been uſed to that, and ftrit Govern- 
ment, they may really grow wiſer, and be reconciled through- 
ly, to the Church, and its Conſtitutions, againſt which they 
were before ſo prejudiced; for hereby they will be forced in- 
to ſoberer Company, and under more ſound, and ſober Preach- 
ing. Our Miniſters then will have the opportunity of infor- 
ming their abuſed, and miſguided underſtandings, of diſco- 
vering the Fallacies, and Miſtakes they have been abuſed by, 
and of ſetting their Confciences right in thoſe Matters. White 
People run on without controul in their own ways, they will 
not hearken, they will not conſider any thing that is offer'd to 
_ them: Like the wild Aſ7, they ſrnff up the Wind, who tan turn 
them away £ But when their Opinions, and Ways bring them 
trouble, when they are chaſtiſed for them, they arethen more 
diſpoſed to attend, and weigh the Reaſons offer'd without 
the uſual Partiality, and Prejudice. And thus puniſhments are 
- pf enqank of real Reformation, and amendment. The truth 
of this we have mn part ſeen: For while the Act made by the 
late Parliament againlt Conventicles was pretty briskly execu- 
ted, our Churches began to be filld, and the People were 
from all quarters coming in 3 and had that courſe been follow- 
. ed, as it was begun, it would have done the buſineſs, in like- 
hhood we had been ſettled, and not expoſed to ſuch darecrs 
\ of Popery, as we always ſhall be, while the Church is anfixt - 
and fo by the Grace of God we might yet be, if this Me- 
thod were retrievd. But then, the work muſt be done 
with a fieady hand, and firm reſolution, conftantly, aniverſally ; 
that all may (ce we are in earneſt for Eſtabliſhment. Such a 
courſe I am perſuaded would yet bring us into Regvlarizy, 
and External Onion, which would give Beauty, and Strength 
| to 
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to. our Church, gratific all. good Men, and diſappoint the de- 
ſigns of our Popiſs, and other Enemies. _ 


CHAPF IV. 


Ur careleſineſs, and indifferency in Religion is one of 

the greateſt, and moſt unhappily influencing occaſions of 
onr fears, and dangers of Popery. Religion requires, and de- 
ſerves our higheſt AﬀeRions, and moſt diligent Endeavours. 
It is Zeal; fo in the #rxth of things, and in the general ſexſe 
of Mankind :'So that where Zeal is ot, People will not be- 
lieve that Religion is there : The Zealous ftill lead them, and 
have their company; and whenever it happens, that the ge- 
nerality of a Church, or Way, are cold, dead, and uncon- 
cern'd either to Religion 1n general, or to their own particu- 
lar Profeſſion ; #hat Church, and Profeſſion is like to be de- 
ſerted by thoſe of warm affeions, who will betake them thi- 
ther where they may have company in their Zeal, and enter- 
tainment for it. | 


Hl. 


Here now hath been a principal occaſion that many have 
fall'n off from oxr Church, to the Rowan Superſtition. Bleſſed 
be God, we have an excellent conſtitution of Religion refor- 
med according to Primitive, Apoſtolick Doarine, and Ulage : 
Bur the miſery is, We, the Members, have by our Careleſeneſs, 
Tndifferency, Irreligion, brought diſgrace upon it, and laid it 
low im the opinion of many zealous, and devout People 3 for 
the moſt will judg of Religions by the Profeſſors of them. 

Our diffenting Adverſaries were, and are very zealous, th 
have a Zeal for God, though not according to Knowledg; that 
heat hath been very wild, and very miſchievous; and by the 
ill conduQ, and bad effects of it, we are prejudiced (many 
of us ) againſt the very Word, and againſt the Thing: So 

oY F 2 : that 
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that werun ( as 'tis uſual) into a quite contrary extrear, and 
are afraid of any thing that looks like warm Concernment, 


in, or for Religion. : | 
. The Se&- are earneft in their Prayers, ſo to Folly, and Ex- 
travagance : On the contrary how izdifferent are many of us 
to the Service of our Church, thoſe ſober , grave Devotions, 
which formerly, when they were ſupprelſt, we diſputed ſo 
earneſtly for : How: little have they of our Company 2 How 
#ndevoutly do we demean our ſelves at them 2 How ſlightly do 
many talk of ſazizg Prayers, and being Devont; as1t they were 
things to be jeſted with? How [ittle Reputation doth Deyoti- 
on give any one among us? How little Shame or Ditrepute the 
contrary ? 4 TH 
The Diſenters are Superſtitions, as to hearing Sermohs zi are 
ſwift to hear, place almoſt all Religion in 1t ; Whereas tov ma- 
ny of us, reckon little of Preaching, perform it as an Exer- 
ciſe, hear it as an Entertainment, ( at the beſt) divers make 
nothing'of it ; at leaſt, are without any affe@zopate concern- 
ment avout 1t. _ c j 
--,;\The holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which the Fara: 
ticks impale within their ſele# numbers, but is freely permit- 
zed to us, how many ſight ? how few attend ? The greateſt 
part neglect it quite, and will not by the moſt conſtant, and 
earneſt importunitics of their Miziſters, be perſuaded to do 
#hxs much, to teltifie their being Chriſtians. | 
The SedG-s are zealous contenders for their dear Models of 
Government, and Diſcipline ; But how httle do we (moſt of 
us ) heed the Government, and Diſcipline of the Church 2 We 
care not how it is atironted, or trampled on, yea, we are 
xeady 'upon every occaſion, and without any ſometimes, to 
tlie in the Face of the Governours of it, and to tear them, vur 
ſelves. | | 
. The Spare are zealous to Superſtition, in the obſer- 
vance of the Lords Day: Some, of us in oppoſition, reckon 
not much of it: moſt I doubt are too negligent, and.remils 
_ here. In nothing doth the humour of Oppoſition appear more 
among 
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among us than in this. We hold ſacredneſs of places on the 
account of dedication to religious uſes, and: refpe& due to 
them; for this the Se&Fs deſpiſe us as Superſtitiows : They: on 
the other ſide hold Sacredneſs, and Divine Separation of. ſome 
time, ithe-Lords Day ( at leaft;z) this Dodrine-and the conſe- 

vent Practice, ſome among us, impeach as Superlſtitious, and 
heed not.that Day as they ought. Frequent Ads of Parlia- 
ment are made to inforce its Religiows- obſervation, and to: res 
{train abuſes, and prophanations of! .it;- which yet are the 
ſame as before, and Magiſtrates that ſhould execute Laws,. 
in many places, take little or no notice of them. Fd 
Now the conſequence of this unhappy Coldzeſs, and Tadif- 
ferency, mult be, that many People that are affeftionate; to - 
Religion: muſt needs turn, away, and joyn themſelves either 
to'the Converticles on; the one hand, or "the Papiſts on; the 
other, both which have great appearance of Zeal and Devo- 
tion; and many, no doubt, have gone off to the Rowan 


Church upon this only ſcore, being ſcandaliz'd by. our - neg- 


lets, and indevotion.. - [This was the temper of Laodicea, : and 
the Remedy preſcribed, to prevent Ruine, was Zeal, Rev. 2, 
19. And except we learn, -and praiſe #hjs, our Church in the- 
neceſlary conſequence, mult fall to nothing. Oy 
| Our Enemies on both ſides are diligent, -ſtugdious, zealous, 
and if we continue negligent,, and' careleſs, their defigns.to 
deſtroy us. at length, muſt of neceſlity. ſucceed .z. and. Here 1s 
one of the moſt conſiderable Cauſes they have ſucceeded ſa 
far already. The way of Cure and Prevention, 1s ſober, at#rve- 
Zeal; both in Clergy, and'People.. - : . 5 of. tied 
- As to the Prajers of. the Church the Miniſters aught. to 
read them with more affe&ion , and external. Devotion; the 
People to attend them with more diligence. and conſtancy; 


. and their attendance ought to be more humble and devout. 


'Fhere was never. more zeaſon for our. conftancy, and zeal in- 
this Duty than now : Prayers are always ſeaſonable, but moſt 
neceſſary in- times of publick Dithcultics, and Dangers. The 
rude Mariners betook them to their Prayers in the Storm, 

| : Jon. 
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Jon. 1. Tr their affii&ion they will ſeek me early, Hol. 5. 15, 
If we do not ſo in ovrs, it will be a ſad ſymptom. 

We ſhould further expreſs our Zeal in being conſtant, and 
unanimous in attending on the holy Saoramert 3 our neglet of 
this is ſhameful, and intolerable: Nothing hath given ſo _ _— 
a blow to our Religion, it hath made ſome believe, and ſay | 
we have zone, We arecarneſtly invited by our Lord, and 
his Meſſengers; How many earneſt Sermons, how many ex- 
cellent Books, preſs this Duty upon us, and give us direQion 
init? And yet weare little moved. We come for fear of the 
Temporal Penalties, when we have entred into Offices, and 
T7«ſts, but the Authority of our Supreme Legiſlator, and the 
eternal Penalties he threatens, prevail little. This is fcanda- 
lous Negle& : And we declare to all the World, that Religi- 
-on hath no power upon us, when it cannot obtain thus much 
from us. Of this careleſneſs we ought to repent deep)y, 
to reform ſpeedily, Solemwy: appearance at the Lord's Table 
would give us the face of a Church, and make our Religi- 
on look like ſomething 3 the contrary expoſeth it to Con- | 
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tempr. 
Gar Zeal alfo (ſhould ingage us to ſtudy the Corftitutions of 
our Church more, to ſearch into the grounds of our Govern- 
ment, and Diſcipline, that we may be acquainted with their 
Antiquity, Reaſonableneſs, and Piety, and thereby inabled 
 toftop the mouths of Gain-ſayers, and to contend intelligently 
for our Profeſſion, and Prattice. | 
The Lord's Day ſhould be more diligently, and-religiouſly 
obſerved by us. This is the publick, ſolemn time for the ex- 
ercife of Devotion; ſo it is acknowledg'd, whether it be of 
' Divine, or only of Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution, and therefore 
ſhould be reverenc'd by thoſe of each Opinion, and kept as a 
Day ſeparate from other days, and other uſes : Places wethink 
and ſay ought to be fo, Churches, and Altars; and with rea- 
ſon we believe this: There ts at leaſt the ſame reafon for Times, 
ſome others we allow; and this alfo in Do@rine; letnot the 
zeal of our Adverſaries in this inſtance abate, and quench 
Ours. 
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ours, The reverence and all the great intereſts of Religion 
are in great part maintain'd, and kept alive by the due obſer- 
vance of this Day. Let us expreſs our Zeal, and Devotion 
here alſo: To devote one day of ſeven to God, Jand-his pecu- 
liar Service, ſhould not, methinks, be grievous to ys ® In,this 
there isno Faraticiſpr, nothing but whart is very agreeable to the 
DoGrine of the Charch of England, which we ſhould ſtreng- 
then, and do honour to by ſuch praftice : This Zeal is, honelt, 
laudable, neceflary, and 'tis popular: And in Chriſtian Pru- 
dence we ſhould do, and ſtudy all lawful things that tend. to. 
the inlargement of the Church, and the . edification of its. 
Members. 
There is yet another Inſtance, in which Zeal ſhould be more- 
expreſt 3 which I have reſerv'd for the laſt, becauſe I ſball take- 
the liberty to inlarge on it : It is concerning Preeching, and 
hearing Sermons. I pretend not to teach, but ſhall with ſub-- 
miſſion to better Judgments deliver my opinion, which is, 
"That in Preaching, Miniſters ſhould chiefly, moſtly, treat on 
plain, pra@ical, awakening Subjefs, ſpeaking of them gravely, 
and affetionately, without Vanity, or AtfeRation, with. de- 
Ggn ſtill to do good, and to make themſelves, and their Hear- 
ers better. Such I think ſhould be the matter, and ſuch the 
meaſure of Preaching: And *twould do no hurt if our Prea- 
chers generally took more Zeal into their Pulpits than is uſy-- 
al with us, Zeal without Folly : Methinks our Divines ſhould 
not ſuffer others to out-do them here; much-lefs ſhould they 
quit this to them : The too uſual want of this Zeal here, 1s 
a principal cauſe of our Miſchiefs : Some are almoſt aſhamed, 
or affraid to be zealous intheir Pulpits. The preaching of too. - 
many is Declawatory, they deliver not Theological Sermans, 
not ſuch. as are apt to inſtruct, or edifie, but ſeem to defigu 
the gratifying vain Phancies, and thepleaſing of wanton Hear- 
ers: They aim at Ht, and fine Sayings to gain applauſe among 


- the injudicious by filly AﬀeCtations, and when they are com- , 


aended they bave their end,. and' the work 1s done : They 
moveno devout Aﬀections, ſeem not to deſign it ; Their Ser- 
mons 
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mons are lifeleſs, dull Harangues, full of ſtudied Vanity, with- 


out Piety, or as much as good Senſe. Hence many Religious 
are (candaliz'd, and they nauſeate ſuch Preaching, and are 


tempted'by it to run away into Corners and Sects ; and here 


Is one great ground of Separation, and loſs of our Peopte. 

Now one, and a chief occaſion that this Humour hath fo 
much obtain'd, is, that many of the Laity, and ſuch as pre- 
tend much to the Church of England, are for the formal, 
unedifying, wittiſizing Way ; they have not the patience to hear 
a'Grave, Serious, Aﬀectionate Sermon that plays no Tricks: 
But will be ready ( ſome of them ) to Stigmatize, and rail 
againſt ſuch a Preacher as a Presbyterian, though he be zea- 
louſly oppoſite to their Principles, and Ways, and molt hearty 
and affectionate to the Charchof England. Theſe would have 
none (it ſeems) but affeFed, inſipid, ſenſieſs Fops of it: They 
are willing to give away all, or moſt of the men of Reaſon, 
and Religious Zeal to the Sets; take them who will, they 
will not own them : Theſe men have done the Church of Eng- 
land the great Miſchief, and have raiſed moſt of the Cla- 
mour, and Oppoſition againſt it. 

No Church in the World hath better Preachers than #hjs, 
and there are not upon Earth worſe than thoſe I have Jaſt de- 
ſcrib'd ; or rather they are #0ze at all; what they do is ot 
Preaching ; it is throughout doing another thing, Declaimireg, 
fully, childiſh ſpeech-making 5 what you will; there is ſcarce 
any other abuſe of Speech bad enough to reſemble it to. I 
cannot ſpeak of it with too much Contempt. Such Preachers 
are Prophaners of ſacred things, contemptible even in the 
things they aim at 3 their Oratory, their Wit 1s ſo; neither true; 
- both boyiſh, ridiculous, deſpicable to men of Senſe. And yet 
( as I intimated) ſome that pretend Zeal for the Church of 
Eneland, that 1s, the Name, the Shadow, applaud thoſe Tr; 
flers, Players; and thereby tempt young men to take up after 
their Way ; and the affecting ſuch (tuff hath ſpread far to the 
Scandal of the Church, and the diſcountenancing the-ſeriows, 
earneſt, affeFionate Method, which 1s. ſo much out of faſhion 
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among this ſort, that they cannot endure that the Preacher 
ſhould as much as ſeem to be in earneſt : They will not allow 
him to ſpeak warmly, to move in the Pulpit, or to preach off his 
Notes. All muſt be dead, cold Form to pleaſe them. If this 
humour be not ſuppreſt,and Preachers,generally(as all the Wiſe 
already do) don't take another courſe, the Church will never 
recover its juſt Intereſt, and Eſteem. Preaching mult be more 
Serious , AﬀeGionate, Zealous, this 1s in the power of every 
Preacher; to be Profound, and Learned, is not ſo. In the 
many poor inſufficient Livings we may not expe men of great, 
and deep Knowledg, and where ſuch are, this Qualification 
doth not recommend them to the generality of the People, 
their Zeal doth much more: In this the meaneſt Preachers 
may abound, and by this they will afe& their Hearers, though 
Wit,. and ſbews of Learning are wanting. Theſe, as things are, 
the l/eaſs able endeavour to oftentate, and ſuch »oſt; butthe 
highelt they can attain to, in it, is but Pedaztiſm, and Childifh- 
21eſs, which are deſpiſed by the Judicjous, and not underſtood 
by the reſt; ſo that they loſe their end, and the end of 
Preaching more; they .do no good, get no hold on the People; 
whereasdid even theſe but aim at inſtrufting the Ignorant ſeri- 
oully, andthe exciting all to their Duty earneſtly, and de- 
voutly, it would atone for their imperfections with the Judici- 
ous, and have good effect upon the reſt. 

[ have ſpoken freely in this Matter, under a great ſenſe of 
this Evil, andI hope I ſhall not be underſtood to refle& upon 
any worthy men of our Church, I deſfign'd only to expreſs my 
juſt indignation againſt wanton Witlings (Preachers, and Peo- 
ple ) whoſe number, thanks be to God, leſſens daily, and 
among all Intelligent Church-men this way 1s exploded, and 
every wheredeſpiſed. | yy 

There 1s another Error in defect, in reference to Preach- 
ing, it 1s of thoſe that reckon it an indifferent, a meerly 
humane thing when as it 1s certainly of Divine appointment, 
to continue to the end of: the World, Mat. 28.20, : Weiowght 
in the ſenſe of this, to be more frequent, and heedful, in our 
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attendance- on Sermons than many arez and not ſhut out 
Preaching or Hearing, under pretence of Zeal for the Church- 
Prayers. Thoſe that pretend one Duty to the prejudice of 
another, do really care for neither. Our Zeal ſhould be Uri- 
form, and 'reſpe& every duty proportionably to the Dignity, 
and neccſlity of it. And if generally we had been ſo difpoſea, 
thus ZLealous as we ought, many of the People that now run 
away from our Communion, had (till been ours. They like 
Presbjterians, and other Sets, becauſe the Preachers are ear- 
reſt, and make ſhew of much Zeal ( as the People alſo do) 
not. becauſe they are for ſuch,. or ſuch a Church-Government, 
for this, or that Opinion : The x-altitude underſtand not theſe 
things, follow them not for that Cauſe, but for the opinion 
they have of their being Godly, and Zealoww. And we may 


be, we ſhould be'as zealous for Religion, in the true Way, as 


they ſeem to be in the wrozg : Our Chnrch petmits, requires 
this from us. We ought hot to diſtinguiſh our ſelves from 
them by ſlighting, and avoiding the lawful expreflions of 
Chriſtian Zeal; the Intereſt of our Church doth not require 
that, but the contrary. If our Zeal were more proportion'd 
to the goodneſs of our Cauſe, that goodneſs of 'our Cauſe 
would be more known, and acknowledg'd, and our Adverſa- 
ries would more <caſily be reconcil'd unto it. 


GHAP. Y. 


V. A Nother occaſion of our Dangers, is the contrary ex- 
tream to our Coldneſs, viz. Extravagant Zeal. Here 

I ſhall firſt confider the preſent fury of Atheiſts and T»fidel-, 

and then diſcourſe of other forts of intemperate Hear, and 

Wildneſs, that in the long run, will greatly befriend Pope- 

ry. 

Where 
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Where there were Atheiſts in former days, they. hid: their 
Heads, and were afraid, aſbamed, to appear, but in theſe they 
glory, they triumph ; In no Age did they ever dareTo openly, 
in no Chriſtian, in no Heather: Country. How common is it 
for lewd men, yea, for greez, untanght Youth, to queſtion, di- 
ſputte, cavil at the moſt ſacred Articles of Religion: To do 
this in Taverns, er Mrs, in all Companies, in; the pre- 
ſence of the Miniſters of Religion, before them to chooſe? 
How. will the young W:tlings pride, and plume themſelves? 
How will they briſle, and perk up, when they talk with thoſe 
of the ſacred funQion againſt Religion? How do they deſpiſe 
their Reaſons, becauſe (forſooth)' the thing they defend. is 
their [ztereſt ; and vaunt their own arguments as Demonſtra- 
tions, when they are ſcarce Sexſe? It would turn a man's Sto- 
mach to ce the infolence and folly of theſe bold pes 1 
which are a ſcandal to.the Reformation, . and give 10n to 
our Rowan Enemies .to brand us all as Atheiſts, or not far from 
being ſ#ch; whereby they are hardned in their Way, and have 


great advantageto win more to them. 


Particularly at this time theſe Izfidels do Popery great ſer- 
vice. They are violet in-their Qut-crys againſt it,” violent 
to Fury 3; none ſo fierce as they z of which there can be no 
Reaſon, but either the conſideration of their Laxds, or this, 
that Popery is a Religior, ( at leaſt it pretends unto it.) Now 
by this their clamour and fierceneſs, by their appearing ſo for- 
ward, ſo in the Front as it were, againſt Popery, they give 
occaſion to the Papiſts to think, and ſay 'that our'Zeal is:an 
Heathen Perſecution of Chriſtianity, that they are ſo malign'd, 
ſo oppoſed by us, becauſe they profeſs Religion, and are not 
Infidels :: And it may fuggeſt to others that are yet indifferent, 
that certainly thergs ſome grezt good in-Popery; that ſuch 
Fun upon It with ſuck-violence 5 and *tis natural to men to fa« 
vour that, which the Wicked, and thoſe whoſe ways they 
have cauſe to abhor, diſlike, abominate, and flie out againſt. 

So that, theſe harden Papiſts, and recommend their Rehigt- 
on; they render it leſs odious to ſome, becauſe-'tis ſo'to Er 
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- What. euil have T done? ſaid the ſurprized Philoſopher, that 
theſe (the: Multitade ) applaud me. On 'the contrary, what 
'good hath Popery done, that vile Atheiſts rage ſo againſt it ? 
'Tisa ſhame to be commended by ſome, and a praiſe to be con- 
demn'd,. and perſecuted by others. See, faith the Papiſt, who 
are furious againſt our Religion ! They are the ſame that bla- 
ſpheme againſt God, diſpute his Being, burleſque his Word, 
deride his Son, deſpiſe, revile, trample on his Miniſters, of 
all ſorts; theſe Proteſtants lead you 3 theſe you triumphantly at- 
tend 3 theſe you voice up to be Patriots; theſe are they that 
ſhew.moſt violent hate, and: rage againlt us. Whoever gives 
occaſion to ſuch upbraidings 'as theſe,” doth: without doubt, 
credit and promote Popery ; and this the forwardneſs of many 
Atheiſts hath done, and doth daily. 

Now for Cure of theſe Miſchiefs, we ſhould every where 
diſown, declare againſt the wildreſs of thele Faries ; deſpiſe 
their pretended Zeal; and help; ſhame, and reprove their 
Hypocriſie ſuffer them not to ame Proteſtant Religion ; de- 
cline their company ; diſcountenance all they ſay, and all they 
do : Brand, hoot at them, let the World ſee, let our Exemies 
ſee, they are 20t of #5, that we have nothing to do with them. 
Thus we ſhould do in Charity to them, ( publick . ſhame and 
reproach may do them more good than any other Method ) 
this we owe to our ſelves, and to the honour of Religion, to 
vindicate it from the Scandal, and Reproach theſe vile men: 
bring upon it. If ever there, was a time for Zeal againſt 
Atheiſts, Debauchees, Buffoons, 1t is now. It is always ſeaſon- 
able, now moſt ſo: Theſe are our. principal Enemies, who 
whenever time ſerves will be as fierce againſt zs ( all ſorts 
and profeſſions of Religion ) as they are now againſt the | Pa- 
piſts, Theſe are'the common Foes, enenves not only to Re- 
ligion, but. to! all Government, and Societies; to Mankind : 
. and ſhould be uſed as ſuch. Theſe permitted, cheriſh'd, will 
bring God's Jafgmens upon us, and poſhbly Popery as one. 
Let us then. have no fellowſhip with thoſe men: And if any 
{ach ſhould have crept into the Parliament, it were infinitly 
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to be wiſl'd that the Zeal of that Afﬀſembly would 'purge them 
out, like droſs, fit for no uſe, or rather, as what is moſt offer- 
ſroe , and deſtruFive. They have done fo by the Papiſts; 
all good men delire, and pray they may do the ſame by 


theſe. | | 
| if any- thing »nqualifies for that ſervice, one would think 


Atheiſm, and Irreligion ſhould. What bleſſing can be expected 
on publick Councils, when theſe are mingled. Where they 
are they will diſturb all, break all, make all ineffeftual. We 
are.not to look on the Dangers we apprehend as praceeding 
only from common, natural 'Cauſesz no, The Hand of God is 
in them z they are His Judgments, as for our other Crying 
Sins, ſo particularly for reigning Atheiſm, and contempt of 
Religion: And if we expe help, and ſafety from the obje&s 
of our Fears, we muſt endeavour to make our peace with 
Him, by repenting of all our Sins, and particularly by expreſ- 
ſing our Zeal againſt theſe greateſt, worſt, the root of all the 
reſt, And it 1s vehemently to be deſired, that our Repreſen- 
tatives 1n Parliament would begin here, lay the Ax at the root, 
by effeftual Laws cruſh this darize, get rm Impiety, and 
make it Capital; as of all Crimes it chiefly deſerves. Let us 
firſt ſettle this Point, that weare to have ſome Religion, and 
then make what further proviftion we can againſt a corrupt, a 
bad one. Let us vindicate, and afſert the Honour of God, 
and our Common Saviour, and then we may expet the Divine 
Bleſling and Aſſiſtance in the reſt, 5 | ami 

But beſides the fierceneſs of the Atheiſts, there is an extra- 
vagant, miſiaken Zeal of others, that is a great occaſion of our. 
Dangers. Honeſt, intelligent Zeal is neceſlary for our Security 
and Settlement, but the exceſſes of. blizd, ungovern'd Rage are 
moſt miſchievous, and deſtructive; I ſhall-note ſome unhap- 
py Inſtances' of it that belong to our preſert ſtate, and render 
it very dangerous, viz. 9uch as have relation to our oppoſitions 
of Popery. That the Nation 1s fo awakened, ſb unanimous 1n. 
_ detefting:the falſe worſhip and-ways of: the Rowan Church is 
matter of rejoycing,: and acknowledgment : But we ought to 
| ave 
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have care, that our Zeal do not tranſport us to Extreaws. I 
ſhall conſider one great Inſtance, which is, Mezs multiplying 
the-numbers of Papiſts beyond ab bounds of truth. 1 would by 
no means lefſen any juſt apprehenſions 'of our Dangers, or 
fay any thing that might tend to the remitting of due Cau- 
tion, or Diligence: I know the greateſt Prudence, and Care 
is needful : But our Fears may be extream, and unreaſonable, 
and great dangers may ariſe from thoſe, as great from our over- 
magnifying our Perils, as from wot duly apprehending them : 
And this way the things we fear have been incouraged, and 
promoted. ' People are apt to talk of the numbers, and 
ſtrength of Papiſts, and no doubt deſign them not any ſervice 
by itz but really, they are thereby incouraged, they thence 
fatter their vain hopes, thence they are animated to Plot, to 
Attempt, being acknowledg'd ſo numerous, fo. powerful ; 
hearing that they have ſo many open Friends, and ſo many 
others that will be ready to joyn with them when there is oc- 
calion, and being apt to believe what they have ſo much rea- 
ſon to defire, they are pufft with vain confidence, and are full 
of reſtleſs contrivances to effect that, which they are made be- 
lieve is ſo feiſable. Whereas did they know how 7zconfidera- 
ble their real numbers are, they muſt certainly fit down, and 
be quiet. They would then underſtand that their buſineſs is 
unpracticable; private Perſons would be diſcouraged, and if 
there ſhould ſucceed a Prince of their Religion, in all proba- 
bility, he alſo would deſpond, and never think of attemp- 
ting a thing, humanely ſpeaking, ſo impoſſible; a thing, the 
endeavouring which would certainly tear all in pieces, Rel;- 
gion, Government, and all: And what the late Deſigns have 
done towards it we all ſadly fee. Therefore, that they may 
fee their deſigns are Madreſs, and that they ought to defpair 
of ever ſucceeding by their {trength, we ſhould let them know 


that they have abuſed themſelves, and others have abuſed. 


them, by falſe Muſters. l 
 Inthe Year 1675. Orders came from the Arch-Biſhop :to the 
feveral Bſbops, and from them to the reſpetive Mznifters, 


and 
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and Church-wardens inthe Province of Canterbury, to inquire 
carefully, and to return an account of the diſtin& numbers of 
Conformiſts, Proteſtant Non-conformiſts, and Papiſts,n their ſeve- 
ral Pariſhes, viz. Of all fuch men, and women that were of age 
to Communicate. I have by me the return from the whole 
Province, which contains all Ergland and Wales, excepting 
only what belongs to four of the twenty five Biſhopricks. 
The number of Papiſts there returned, was but Eleven thou- 
ſand, eight hundred, and ſeventy, men and women, old and 
young. Now though in this account, Conformiſts, and other 
Nox-conformiſts were not 1o diltintly, could not fo juſtly be 
reckon'd, yet for the Papiſts, they being fo few in each Pa- 
riſh, and ſo notoriouſly diftinguiſh'd as generally they are, 
the Miniſters, and Charch-wardens could eafily give account of 
them; and there is no reaſon to ſuſpeCt their partiality, We 
hear, I know, that in Loxdox alone, and in ſome particular 
Pariſhes, of that, and the neighbour City, there are vaſtly 
greater numbers.But within the WaÞ/s,they are known to be very 
few, comparatively ſcarce any ſuch. In the Suburbs they are 
faid to be »nmerows, ( (till the great numbers are in places re- 
0te, or where inquiry cannot be well made.) In St. Martins 
alone, I have heard of #erty, or thirty thouſand 3 but the 
Account was taken there, and as exa&q a one as could be; 
and I am aſſured by ſome that ſhoxld know, and had no rea- 
ſon to mifinform me, that the number returned upon the moſt 
careful ſcrutiny, was about ſix hundred: Of Lodgers there 
might be more, but #hey are ſuppoſed to be accounted elſe- 
where, in the ſeveral Pariſhes tro whath they belong. I have 
found the like fallings ſhort of the reputed number in divers 
other noted places.In one City talkt of for Papiſts,as if half the 
Tnhabitants were ſuch, I am aſſured there are not twenty, men 


_ and women : In another large and populous one, a perfon of 


Quality living in it, told me, there were at leaſt fix hundred 5 
but when the inquiry was made by the Miniſters, and Church- 
wardens of each Pariſh, the number was not found to be ſix- 
ty: And 'ns very probable ſach' a diſproportion .would be 
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met between the reputed, and real numbers in all other places, 
if ſcrutiny were made. In all the Weſt, and moſt populous 
part of Ezgland they are very inconſiderable : I hear frequent- 
ly from Inhabitants of thoſe Places, that in Briſtol ( the ſecond 
or third City of Ezgland) there is but oze 3 and in the City 
of Gloceſter. ove, more, or two at moſt; in the other great 
Towns, and Cities Weſtward, ſcarce any 3 and thoſe that are 
in the Counties at large, are extremely few, thinly ſcattered, 
here oxe, and at the diſtance of many Miles, it may be, ar0- 
ther : Some few decaied Gentry,and here and there an inconlide- 
rable Country-man,or Tradeſman, very few of Note,or Riches, 
of either ſort, And if an exact account were taken of their num- 
bers, and condition, from Loxdox to the Mount in Cornwal, 
Weſtward, the inconfiderableneſs of both would exceedingly 
ſurpriſe us: AndI am very confident, that of all ſorts of men, 
differing from the Church of England, in the Kingdom, the 
Papiſts are the fewelt 3 and thoſe that are, are ſo ſcattered, and 
live ſo diſtantly from each other, that 'tis really very little they 
are capable of doing, in oppoſition to the reſt of the Nation ; 
and the leſs, becauſe of the great jealouſie and hatred, that 
all univerſally have conceiv'd of, and againſt them. 

We hear of vaſt numbers in the North; and there are more, 
no doubt, in thoſe parts, than in the Weſterz, but I believe 
they are much fewer than we hear, and no way able by their 
numbers, to make any kind of BalJlance for the exceeding 4diſ- 
proportios in the Weſt. 

The truth 1s, People are mightily given, and generally fo, 
to mwltiply the number of Papiſts, and they do it in common 
talk, at leaſt ten-fold. Deſigns have been, and I doubt, are 
{till carrying on, which this pretence ſerves :' A chief thing to 
be done in order to publick Miſchief, 1s to atiright the People 
with the number and ſtrength of Papiſts: And I believe if 
- there were but ten of that ſort in the Nation, it would be the 
fame thing. God forbid I ſhould diminiſh the real force of 
our Enemies, or endeavour to render us fecure in Dapgers ; 
The walignity and principles of Papiſts, their unwearied Zeal, 
and 
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and diligence to overthrow our Religion, I very well know, 
and thank God that the whole Kingdom 1s awakned to appre- 
hend theſe ; but I think, we ſhall incourage them, and diſ- 
hearten ozr ſelves, it we over-magrifie their ſtrength, and 
thereby give occaſion to other Plots of as dangeroxs a nature + 
as theirs. 

But to all this, I know ſome will ſay, that though their 
numbers here are not conliderable, yet they are very formidable 
upon the account of foreign Friends and Correſpondents: And 
our danger from Abroad 1s really greatz but not much the 
more on the account of Domeltick Papiſts, whatever they vain- 
ly perſuaded themſelves: If our Neighbours ſhould invade us, 
They, if they (bould be fo diſpoſed, could do them but little 
ſervice; we know their aſſiſtance in the late Wars where they 
joyn'd, was not very conſiderable z And now, their numbers 
being ſo ſ-:al, and they being ſo diſperſt, and mingled; they 
being fo hated, and every Neighbour having ſo watchful, and 
concern'd an Eye upon every one of them, they could ſcarce 
ſGgnifie any thing 3 yea, it may be thought, conſidering how 
things are, that in ſuch a Caſe, the fury of the People would 
offer them immediate Violence, and prevent their doing that 
little they otherwiſe might. | 

All this, Sir, I ſay to ſhew, how little ſenſe, and reaſon there 
is in the Popiſh Plots,and how much betterit would be for them 
for ever to deſiſt, and to fit down in deſperation of ſucceſs. 
And if a Popiſh Prince Mould come to rule over us, if he 
knew the real ſtate of things, and the weakneſs of that party, 
he would never think of reducing the Nation to that Religi- 
on,which cannot be effected but by Miracle. The very attempt 
would hazard the ruining hizz, and the Monarchy for ever. 
The meer jealouſfie ( though moſt groundleſs) ruined one 
Proteſtant King, and we ſee in what danger it hath put ano- 
ther. | 

And if things are thus (as I am confident upon examinati- 
on, and trial you will find) let us take care that we promote not 
Popery by ſtrengthening the hopes - Papifts ; let us not hear- 
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ten them by falſe accounts of their numbers, and their ſtrength, 
and thereby inſpire them with courage to Plot againſt us. The 
better way I think would be, to let them ſee we acſpiſe thems 
and to know how phartaſtical and ſerfleſs their hopes are: 
This would really diſable them, break their Courage, and in 
likelihood put an end to their audacious Projects, trom which 
we have ſuch frequent diſturbance. ; 
But we hear, and they are told, they have many ſecret friends, 
Papiſts in their hearts, who will be ready to help them, when 
time ſhall ſerve: By this way the number of Papiſ?- 15 ſupplied, 
and thoſe that have ends to ſerve by it, may make 1t what they 
pleaſe. I ſhall not deny, but that they may have ſome un- 
der-hand ſecret favourers, or that there may be divers ſich 
in Maſquerade among the Sefts : But 1s it likely, that thoſe, 
whole caution and intereſt, hath kept them all this while from 
appearing, or declaring in times when they ſafely might have 
done it, (hould venture all againſt the excited rage of the 
whole Nation, in ſo deſperate a Cauſe ? Or, it the number of 
theſe were added, would it make any proportion to the open 
declared Enemies of that Religion ? If they ſhould lean upon 
ſuch hopes, I doubt not but they would prove broken Reeds 
that would fail, and ſuffer them to ſink to the Ground. 
And here I cannot but take notice of an intolerable Pradtice, 
. extremely prejudicial to the Proteſrant Intereſt, and Religion, 
every where now prevailing, it is, the Stigmatizing every one 
that we diſlike, or hate, or deſign againſt, with the brand of 
Popery. If a Gentleman ftands to be a Member of Parliament, 
that is not a Faratick, he 1s in their Mouths prefently a Papiſt: 
If one ſpeak but an earneſt word for the Government, and 
_ eſtabliſhments either in Church, or Statc that croſleth, and 
ſrops ſome mens contrary violence, he is a Papiſt, It a Mint- 
ſter preach up the Peaceable, healing Chriſtian Spirit, and 
Principles in oppoſition to Madneſs, and wild Rage, he is a 
Papiſt, It a man doth not believe eveiy ſeditious lye thai 1g 
publiſh'd in the Domeſtick Intellicence, and Coflec-houſe Let- 
ters, he 1s a Papiſt. So that I am afraid the time is near Cif 
| {caſon- 
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ſeaſonable ſtop be not put to this Rage ) when every Friend. 
to the King, and Church, ſhall be a Papiſe. 

If there are not real FPapilts in the Nation enough to keep 
us1n eternal frights, t1:] theſe Plotters have done with us what 
they pleaſe, they will make zzore, and we ſhall have enough 
ere they have cone. Firſt, They make the Biſhops, and 
all the Corformable Clirgie ſuch: We know they had concluded 
all the former but three, a pretty while ago ; and they are con- 
tinually labouring by ſcandalous Refle&ions, and downright 
Reproaches, in their common Diſcourſes, and their more pub- 
lick lying News, to blaſt the whole Regular Clergy, as Pa- 
piſts in Maſquerade, { as they phraſe it ) or favonrers of Popery 
at leaſt, And though theſe have been always, and ſtill are 
C as I have ſhewn) the ſtout, zealous defenders of the Pro- 
zeſtant Cauſe, though they are the only ſignificant oppoſers 
( in their way ) of Popiſh Errors, and Superſtitions 3 though 
they expoſe them daily by their learned Books, and Sermons, 
and no ſort, no order of men in the World ever did it »zore, 
nor ſo ch; yet all this is nothing, it ſhall notwithſtanding 
be in the power of every contemptible Pamphleteer, of every 
Atheiſt, of every Fanatick,, to blaſt any one, yea, the whole 
Body of theſe men, with the reproach of being Papiſts; an 
Out-rage, and Barbariſm ſcarce-ever heard of in other Places, 
and Times: And a ſort of men-there are that haveno manner 
of pretence to any Religion, but this of calling every one 
that is not asSenflels, or as Atheiſtical as themſelves, Papiſts - 
T hoſe that know not their Catechiſms, that underſtand no more 
what Popery 1s than what 1s the Religion of Chiza, or the moſt 
remote parts of America; thatnever did, and never will ſpeak 
one reaſonable word againſt that Way, nor for any; yet theſe 
ſhall impudently caſt the ſcandal of Popery upon the moſt 
learned, moſt active, and moſt ſubſtantial Enemies that Reli- 
gion hath in the World: Jaſt as if a man ſhould fay, the 
Pope, Cardinals, and all the Jeſuits, are Proteſtants in Maſque- 
rade. . This is intolerable infolence, and injuſtice, moſt ſcan- - 
dalous, and deſtructive to our Proteſtant Profeſſion, and to 
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Chriſtianity it ſelf; contrary to all Charity, Modeſty, Truth, 
and common Honeſty ; and nothing could more incourage, 
and promote the ends, and deſigns of Papiſts. 

For if this be ſo, if thoſe that have {ſtudied the Points fo 
throughly, have been ſo converſant in the Scriptures, and Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Antiquity, who have read the Books of all ſides, and 
have learning to judg, if they are Papiſts, or inclined tothem 
If they are ſo 1n ſpight of all their Intereſts, the zeal of their 
contrary Profcflion, and all their ſharp Books, and Sermons 
againſt 1t, then certainly, may men think, this Popery hath 
ſomewhat in it more Chriſtiarn, more reaſonable than we have 
been aware, and it is not the Bugbear we have been 
made believe: Thus may People be tempted to favoura- 
ble thoughts of Popery by this unchriſtian practice z and this 
puts the chief Fort we have againſt them, the Church of Eng- 
land, wnto their hands; 1t begets infinite animoſities, hatreds, 
and jealouſies among our ſelves, ſo that at Jaft we ſhall not be 
able to tell whom to truſt, who is a Friend, or who an Ene- 
my, and hereby ſhall be rendred weak, and eaſie to be de- 
ſtroyed : This recommends Popery as a Religion that hath the 
Hearts of all men, and ſuppoſeth that every ove would be a Pa- 
piſt if he durſt; which 1s fo far from being true, that confi- 
dering how contrary that Religion is to Sexſe, Reaſon, Scrip- 
ture, and Antiquity, 'tis almoſt a wonder any one ſhould be of 
it, whom [ztereſt, or Education hath not irreſiſtibly ingaged. 

And 'tis ſtrange to ſee how ſlippery , and- uncertain mens 
ſayings are, for I have heard the ſame ſort affirm often, (re- 
fleting upon the non-ſenſe of that Religion ) that they think 
the Jeſuits, and other learned men among them do not in their 
Hearts believe it themſclves: and yet vow, when the contrary 
talk will ſerve a miſchievous turn, every Proteſtant , every 
Learned man, every other man, that is not of their way, or 
mind , ſhall, when they pleale, be a Papiſt in his heart. 
The Jeſuits are not Papiſis in their Hearts, but Prote- 
ſtents, whoſe Education, Intereſt, Studies, Profeſſion, Labours 
have been (ſtill againſt them, are fo in- theirs : Which be- 
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ſides the other extravagances of it, is impicus ufurping the 
Prerogative of God of ſearching Hearts :- and at this rate even 
our Thoughts are not free; we ſhall not think what we cax, but 
what theſe ſtrange cenſurers pleaſe : And here is taking away 
Liberty of Conſtience with a witneſs. 'T1s in vain to urge to 
them that we profeſs our ſelves Proteſtants, that we always did 
ſo, that we pradGiſe according to that profeſſion, frequent the 
Proteſtant Worſhip, Prayers, Sermons, Saeraments, have taken 
the Oathes of Allegiance and Supremacy, and are ready to take 
any Teſt againſt Popery; this will not do, all is nothing, we 
may have Diſpenſations for all this, and be Papiſts notwith- 
ſtanding : According to which rule of judging, 'tis impoſſible 
to diſtinguiſh a Proteſtant from a Papiſt : And then the cen- 
ſurers are Papiſts, the Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptiſts, 
Buakers, the moſt eminent, the moſt zealous of them, every 
Mothers ſon, are all Papiſts, when any one hath a mind to call 
them ſo, and there 1s no poſlible way for them to clear them- 
ſelves; nor is there any poſlible way for any fort of men to 
be Proteſtants but by being loudeſt and ſtrongeſt, and able to' 
knock the reſt on the head. It any call us Papiſts, there 1s no: 
way to ſtop their mouths but by cutting their Throats : Lo! here 
is foundation Jaid for our Maſacring one another, and doing 
the Papiſts buſineſs to their bands: *Tis but for the prevail- 
ing Party to call the reſt Papiſts, and they can never anſwer it, 
they muſt be ſo, and there is no help; and fo they unavoida- 
bly fall under all the Rage, and Fury that 1s, or may further 
be raiſed againſt thoſe our common Enemies. 

Now according to this proceeding, Papifts are indeed very 
aumcrons, and there are ſcarce any Proteſtants; yea, there are- 
none at all 3 there are none but one (ide or other hath call'd: 
Papiſts, and do 3 'and none (not one of them?) by this rule, 
can clear themſelves, and prove they are not 1ſo:. fo that as 
ſoon as they are accuſed they are wute, and the matter muſt be 
taken Pro confeſſo. No man is clear from being a Papiſt, but 
he that 1s not accufed 3 and fo his clearneſs.1s only his good: 


luck, that he hath not Enemies, or that charge hath not yet 
come 
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come into his enemies Heads, or into their Tongues; as ſoon as 
it doth, he 1s gone too. | 

You ſee what Confuſion this involves us in, it daſhes us 
one againſt another, and blows up all Proteſtarts at once; 
more generally, more eftectually, than any Powder Plot can, 
or ever could do. So that we may jultly ſay, that ſuch Cen- 
ſarers as theſe are promoters of Popery and Popiſh deſigns in an 
high degree. And who-ever invented this piece of Miſchief, 
whether Devil, or Jeſuits, or our own Malice, and Rage, 'tis 
one of the moſt deltrugtive Engines that ever was formed 
againſt us. For it throws us all into the Dark, full of Rage, 
and Fury, where we are provoked to fight and lay about us, 
but have not one glimps of light to ſee a Friend from a Foe. 
And when things are come to this pals, Papiſts may forbear 
Plotting, we ſhall do their work our le] ves. 

Now to Cure theſe evils, and to prevent the Dangers they 
threaten , it is greatly to be deſired, if the preſent ways 
of diſcovering Papiſis are not ſufficient, that ſome other Teſt, 
the beſt that can, were made; and when that 1s done, it ſhould 
be made highly A&ionable, by a particular, ſtri&, ſevere Law, 
to call any one Papiſt, that hath taken the legal Teſt. For *tis 
intolerable that the: greateſt, and moſt dangerous reproach 
poſſible (as that now is.) ſhould be faſtned upon a man by 
whoever pleaſeth, and that there ſhould be no remedy, nor 
as much as any way of clearing. In other Caſes, the Law 
takes care of mens Names, as well as of their Eſtates, and there 
is no reaſon but it ſhould, they are, and ought to be as dear 
to us, and our greateſt Intereſtsdepend on their ſecurity : And 
if it be not done in this Caſe, here wants one great proviſion 
for the Liberty of the Subje@, and our common ſafety from 
Tyranny, and Arbitrary Power. There 1s nothing in the world 
more Arbitrary than mens Torgxes let looſe, and 1f they are not 
reſtrain'd, and tied up here, as 1n other Caſes, we are a// Slaves, 
and all expoſed to ſuffer the greateſt Evils from one another 
without any way of Redreſs; and ſo fall into a ſtate of. War. 
This is a real, and mighty Grievance, and 'tis to be deſired, 


and 
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and hoped, that ſuitable Proviſion will be made againſt it. 
There 1s yet another branch of this Folly , and Injuſtice, 
which 1s, #mcharitable Cenſure, and ſuſpicion of all that turn 
from Popery, as 1f they were really, and at the bottom the 
ame (till. Some men are for keeping up their numbers full, 
and will not allow of their Converhion, except they are con- 


| verted over to their Sect, or ſome way, or other ſerve their 


Intereſt; except they run with them 1n. the ways of Schiſm, 
and are faCGtious againſt the Government; it they do thus, 
they are dear applauded Converts; but otherwiſe, 1f they are 
only come into the Church of Ezgland, and {tick itere, if 
they are friends to the King, and aflert Him, and the eſta- 
bliſh'd Order in Church and State ; they ſhall be Papi/?- ſtill, 
in ſpight of them. 

There are many Inſtances of this unworthineſs, but among 
them all there 1s not a greater, than 1n the caſe of an eminent 
Nobleman, which you and I have had diſcourſe of His An- 
ceſtors, m0ſ# of them ( perhaps ) were Papiſts ; all were not 
ſo, for the great Grand-father was Lord Privy Seal to Queen 
Elizabeth. The Lord that now 1s, hath profelt the Proteſtant 
Religion theſe thirty Years, that 1s, as long as he hath been 
capable of making a judgment for himſelf ; He married a great 
Lady, an eminent Proteſtant, of a famous, zealous Proteſtant 
Family ; hath for many Years, ( fifteen, or ſixteen to. m 
knowledg) kept a Proteſtant Chaplain, of the Church of 
Ergland, in his Houſe, who hath read the Publick Liturgy 
twice every day there ; his Lordſhip hath always accuſtomed 
to be preſent at them, and uſeth to be as regular in thoſe De- 
votions as any Member of our. Church can be: And not. 
only /, but he frequents the Comrmmions allo, which at 
the apyointed times are there duly Adminittred : His Children 
likewiſe are carefnllv bred 1 the Proteſtant Way of the 
Church of Ezz/:zd, Some two or three old Servants his 
Lordſhip hath, who have lived all their days 1n the Family 
( of the Popiſh Religion) they being ancient, and having no 
other dependance, my Lord {tl keeps them there ( and 
| twould 
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*twould be -very unbecoming his Nobleneſs to do otherwiſe) 


but all the Servants elſe are Proteſtants : And I know that both 
this Lord and his Lady take great care to have them all receive 
the holy Communion according to the Church of England. 
And it was not Jong ſince that his Lordſhip himſelf poke to 
a Divine of our Church, -whom he ſent for on purpoſe, to 
inſtru his eldeſt Daughter, (then newly of Years for it) in 
order to the receiving the Sacrament, which the young Lady 
pioully did, as the courſe of the Family 1s. This Lord you 
know 1s in great Command, and by the Laws 1s obliged to 
ive all other proofs, which I dare fay he ſincerely doth : He 
15a Member of his Majeſty's Council, of 7thzs, as well as of the 
former, and to all As of Council againſt the Papiſts, his 
Name is ſtill one: And yet notwithſtanding all thzs, ſuch 1s 
the perverſneſs, and malice of ſome men, that they voice him 
up for a Papiſt, though all things he doth, and 3Jl things he 
ſaith declare the contrary; and they ſeem reſolved that ſo it 
. ſhall be, let his Lordſhip ſay, or do what he will, This is 


ſtrange Treatment, and looks as if we wanted Papiſts, and 


were reſolv'd to make as many as we can polhbly find any co- 
Jour for : It ſhews that thoſe men really do not fear them, but 
rather fear the want of them, to furniſh out pretence for their 
Deſigns, and Projeds. Otherwiſe, 'twere very ſtrange that 
ſo-great a Perſon, and his Family, ſhould not be welcomed, 
and joyfully received into our Proteſiaut Communion z and 
other Noblemen of the Popiſh Religion incouraged by the ci- 
vil, and kind reception, to do the like : But it being ſo much 
otherwiſe in this, and many other Caſes, it 1s plain, that not- 
withſtanding all their clamour, and talk, ſome men deſire there 
ſhould be more Papiſts, than really are, for colour, and ſhew, 
to aſſiſt and countenance their Stratagems, and perpetual con- 
trivances againſt the Government, both in Church, and State. 
Whatever they have a mind to overthrow, and deſtroy, they 
mark with the brand of Popiſh, or Popiſbly affeFed, whether 
with Reaſon, or without any, matters not. Popery is, ( and 
juſtly ſo ) the object of the greateſt hatred and the moſt 

| general, 
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general, ſo that 'tis but ſpending this Imputation on thoſe we 
would ruine, and their buſineſs 1s near done. | 
Whether this be not the reaſon of the preſent injuſtice, (of 
this kind ) offered, to the Church of England, and eſpecially 
to her Clergy, let thoſe that know ſome men, and their manner, 
judge. They are ſure the Church-men ( Divines, and others) 
will adhere to the Government, and are not to be drawn into 


their ways 3 and the grand Buſineſs of ſome is to overthrow 


the Church and them; 1o that they mult be branded, blackned, 
and rendred popularly odious; and what ſo effecually doth 
that, as putting the Comprehenſive mark of all miſchief, that of 
Popery, upon them. But on the Contrary, all thoſe they ſhall 
have occaſion to uſe in order to their deſtructive deſigns, ſhall 
be united in the dear name of Proteſtants. 'Tis no matter 
though many are Atheiſts, many Debauches, meer Worldlings, 
and Politicians, ſome acting from malice, and revenge, ſome 
from ambition, ſome to repair their broken fortunes by a ſhuffle, 
ſome out of greedy deſire to be fingring Church-Lands again 
yet all declaring againſt Popery, are Proteſtants, though they 
never heard themſelves reckoned of any Religion before. So 
the SeFs, of all denominations, that agree ſcarce in any thing 
poſitive, that hate, and vilify each other, and will ſcarce allow 
that any but themſclves are Chriſtians; yet Zzkeſe allo are all 
tackt together by the kind denomination of being Proteſtants. 
All but we of the Church of Exgland are ſo, that is, Thoſe that 


'are of no Religion, and never pretended to be of any ; thoſe 


that were bred of the Papiſts, and taught their Principles by - 
the Papiſts; thoſe that never took Oaths, or Teſts againſt Po- 
pery, and that (many of them) refuſe to take any : Or to give 
any legal ſecurity to the publick that they are not Papiltsz thefe 
are Proteſtants, the Proteſtants : But thoſe that profeſs the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity reform'd by our Martjrs from Romanerrors, 
and corruptions, and eſtabliſh't by our Laws z Thoſe that have 
publickly bound themſelves to this truely Proteſtant Religion, 
by Subſcriptions, Oaths, Sacraments, Teſts, ( all the ways that 
the wiſdom of the nation can find out for ſecurity ) thele are 
Papifts, Popiſhly affefed, Papiſts in Maſquerade ! 

I Sir, 
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Sir, I ſpeak nothing of this to expoſe, vilify, or affront 
any 3 but out of tender regard to the honour of the Proteſtant 
name, which muſt needs ſuffer by ſuch courſes, I pray God 
preſerve us from the il] conſequences of proceedings that are fo 
partial, and unjuſt, and that Popery in the event have not the 
advantages by them that they fo fairly offer it . == : 

I hope you do not underſtand me, as if I intended that all 
were Atheilts, Debauches,c*c.that ſec now to be over-run with 
an extravagant zeal and violence,and that wrongfully charge the 
Church of Ereland.Noz I know what allowances are to be made 
for mens miſtakes,who are abuſed by the cunning deceits of craf- 
ty deſigns. Many honeſt,and Religious perſons are fo miflead at 
this time : and thoſe I pity,and pray for. Gut that there are many 
wicked men of the ſorts have deſcribed, {tudying, and endea- 
vouring the ruine both of Church, and State, you cannot but 
apprehend ; and thoſe it 1s that I humbly caution you againſt. 
And if ever Popery have any conſicerable advantage in this 
Nation, it will be by their means. The miſtakes of furious Zeal 
againſt Popery may effe& that, which all the direF# Zeal in the 
world for it, would never be ableto bringabout. "Tis ſobriety 
that muſt ſettle, and ſecure us. 


SIR, 
I Have thus written to you with honeſt plainneſs, and free- 


dom, ſuch as becomes an Engliſh-man, and a fincere Mem- 


- ber of the Church of England. To the fame purpole I 
have ſpoken to others, as | have had occalion, with no other 
deſign but of ſerving the Government, and- Proteſtant Religion 
by Law Eſtabliſh'd, to which by the Grace of God, while I 
live, I will adhere. But for this innocent ſort of diſcourſe I 
have ſutfer'd ſeverely from the fierce Zeal I have deſcribed, 
and have been Stigmatized by it as a Papiſt, a denier of the 
Plot, and an Exemy to Parliaments. T have reaſon to think 
that you have heard theſe injurious things of me, and becauſe 
vou have not ſcen me of late, and do not know how I may 


be 
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be changed, I ſhall trouble you with a ſhort account of my 
ſelf, in reference to theſe Charges. TW 

For Popery, I always was as hearty an Enemy to it as any 
man that lives, and have declared that Emnity by ſuch zea- 
lous, frequent and publick oppoſitions as would expoſe me to 
the greateſt rigours and perſecutions of that Church , ſhould 
it (which God forbid) ever regain Authority, and power in 
this Nation; Beſides that I muſt certainly, unavoidably ſuf- 


fer the loſs of all underit. I ſay, I have publickly, ſolemnly, 


earneſtly declared againſt Popery, ever ſince I was capable of 
examining and knowing it; I have repreſented the 1dolatries, 
Superſtitions, Hereſies, Immoralities, Novelties, Abſurdities, Non- 
ſenſe, and all the Artichriſtianiſmr of that Church, with as much 
earneſtneſs and plainneſs, as any man in my ſtation hath or can 
do. Ihavedone it always, on all occafions, and particularly 
ſince the late Plot, and ofter ſince, (and our dangers require 
this Zeal from us.) Such a Papiſt, Sir, T am : One that never 
thought of that Religion, but to deteſt it: And this inclina- 
tion and reſolution, by the help of God, I ſhall carry to my 
Grave. 
As to the Plot, I have reaſon'd about Circumſtances, and 
ſpoken of the folly, and infatuation of the Contrivance, and 
management by the Papiſzs; I have laught at many Coffee-houſe 
Stories, and Terrors, tor which there was no evidence; I 
have been ſenſible of other Plots, and Deſigns built on the 
occaſion of the Popiſh one, and have ſpoken of thoſe, with 
concernment, as in theſe Papers I have done : But as here (all 
along) I ſuppoſe the grand Popiſh Plot, and own there was 
ſuch a one; ſo in all Converſations, I have acknowledg'd the 
Plot, and ſee too much cauſe to believe the late Deſigns, and 
endeavours of Papiſts to work our Ruine. I know enough 
of the malignity of their Principles, and the vileneſs of their 
PraQices ( of this ſort) to diſpoſe me to receive the Evi- 
dence. 
As to the laſt charge, I heartily reverence the Conſtitution, 
and reſpe& Parliaments as much as any Friend to the Govern- 
I 2 ment 
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ment can do. I know their »ſefleſs, their zeceſſity, and the 
veneration that is due to the Repreſentatives of a great Nation, 
and of our own. But after all,this Body how great, how vene- 
Table ſoever, owns it ſelf to be Fallible; and as all men take 
the liberty to blame what they diflike in publick proceedings, 
andeven in theirs ; ſo have I ſometimes taken notice of ſuch Mi- 
ſtakes, and Miſcarriages as the violence and defigns of ill men 
have led that Aſſembly into. Notwithſtanding which, I can 
truly ſay, I honour Sober, Religions, and Lozal Parliaments, 
as much as any man. And I hope this, when 1t meets, will 
prove it ſelf to be ſuch, to the confuſion of all Popiſh and Fa- 
atical Deſigns, and the eſtabliſhment of our Religzoz, Peace, 
and a laſiing Happineſs. This is my conſtant Prayer to Al- 
mighty God for Them; and to this every true Engliſh-man will 
ſay Amer. 

I have been a little tedious, and perhaps impertinent in this 
Apology; but IT hope you will pardon it, as an effect of the 
great deſire I have to preſerve my ſelf 1n your good opinion, 
which I hope I ſhall never forfeit by deſerving ſuch Characters 
as the fiereenecſs of ſome would faſten on me : But always con- 
tinue as I am.a ſincere lover of the true Proteſtant Religion,an 
affectionate Friend, and Subje& to the Government, in Church, 
and State, as now eſtabliſh'd : And particularly to your ſelf, 


Sir, 
An bumble and 
faithful Servant, 
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Errata: 


y Page r. Line 18. Read England, the Proteſtant Reformation. p. 2: 1.6. r. is that 


We call the Church of England, p. 5. |. 21. Tr. Patrons of the nocion. p.7. 1. 26, 
& f. Þ: Is. |. 21. r. wreſt their Rights from them. p. 33. I. 4. r. decent, uncall'd, 
ro offer their opinion. 1. g. T.I think, p. 40. 1.9. r. wittifizing way. p.'44. 1. 17. fr. 
- Teal, and help. p. 47. 1. 3. r, Proteſtant Nox-conformifts, 1.28. r, to which. 1, 32. r.po- 


pulous,' p. 48. 1.6, r. one more,'or two ( at moſt. )) 
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